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Rule given from Heaven muſt naturally have 
in it theſe Properties; it muſt be neceſſary 
in ilſelf; it muſt be eminently ſuperior to 
any thing taught by Men; and it muſt cor- 
reſpond to the original Laws of the Creation, 
And where theſe Characters are found, they 
prove its Authority from its Effects. This is the Caſe of the 
Chriſtian Doctrine, as taught by its Author and his Apoſtles. 


Aer what is due to them for the Doctrine itſelf, as it is 
now contained in the Writings of the New Teſtament, we 
are certainly under the greateſt Obligation to ſuch primitive 
Chriſtians as oppoſed the Idolatry of Heathens, and ſealed 
their Teſtimony with their Blood. But our greateſt Pleaſure 
i5, to find that beſide the recalling and eſtabliſhing the true 
IVorſhip, all the Virtues of which human Nature is capable, 
are here built upon their true Foundation, and directed to 
their right End; that the Inſtincts of Men follow the Gui- 
dance of Reaſon, and agreeably to the true Frame of Nature, 
beget Honour to the Perſons themſelves, and Happineſs to 
others ; that it is in its Principles of Government, and every 
thing elle, that very Conſtitution which every Man would 
wiſh to live under and to ſhare in; that it is that Doctrine 
which is not of Men, or of human Invention, or Cookery 
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but natural, and which muſt ſucceed, For God will have his 
Deſign, and be glorified in the Happineſs of Creatures, and 
the Wiſdom of his Works. His Mill, and not the Fanities of 
Men, fhall prevail. And all who, deſpiſing them, adhered to 
that, fhall be rewarded for it, by a Participation of that 
Happineſs, which agreeably to their own Principles, ſhall be 
communicated and enjoyed in a right State. 

The Scripture of the Old and New Teſtament ſhews that 
God is bringing this about. Aud every Man that reads that 
with the intended Advantage, has in it not only a compleat 
Rule of Conduct, but a Support againſt the Evils and Weak- 
neſs of the preſent Life. And the he cannot but be fhock*d at 
the Conſideration, that ſo many poor Creatures lie under 
Pagan Darkneſs, others under the ſad Effects of arbitrary 
Power, others under the Deluſions of falſe Religions, others 
under pernicious Errors, the Truth being in ſome Places 
quite loſt, in others diſſembled, and that ſcarce any have the 
Regard for it they ſhould have, its very Advocates ſeldom 
failing to ſhew their Attachment to the World when Oppor- 
tunity offers; tho this (I ſay) be the great Frailty, and moſt 
uncomfortable Condition of human Life, yet he hath his Re- 
medy againſt it. Ile can demonſtrate to himſelf, that as all 
this is daily poſting away, ſo the Time cannot be long e er 
that Period arrive when all Things ſhall be correRed. 

Mean while it muſt be a vaſt Comfort to him to conſider 
that he afts that Part in Life, which as it anſwers the End 
of the Creator, muſt terminate in his own Good; inſtead of 
Playing the Hypocrite, or glorying in ſuch things as have al- 
ways ſo much Self in them, that they are not only ſordid, but 
nauleous. 

To de, end the Truth in this manner, is, I think, better, 
than by a Train of intricate and perplexing Argumentations 
to prove the Genuineneſs of the Scripture from any human 
Authority whatever. And tho I am ſenſible their Genuineneſs 
may be thus evinced, yet we are ſtill left doubiful what 
Parts are or are not inſpired. Whereas if it appears there 
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is 4 Rule there anſwerable to the Character mentioned, all 
Doubt vaniſhes, and we have all the Sati faction we could 
defire. For one Part of Prophecy is demonſtrable from Events 
paſt, and the other, tho waiting its Completion, is connected 
with it, and reſts upon it. And the moral Part of Scripture 
is demonſtrable and irreſiſtible from its own intrinſick Good- 


5. 

Aud this certainly is a Matter of the very greateſt moment 
to Mankind, as it is the moſt effeftual way to bring Men to 
feel the Strength and admire the Beauty of the Chriſtian Do- 
Arine. Which they cannot fail to do, they at leaſt that have 
any Conſideration in them ;, if it is manifeſtly ſuperior to any 
thing that could be invented by Men; if it is capable of De- 
monſtration z if it is the true Intereſt of the World, and of 
every Man in it; if it is not only accompany'd with the 
greateſt Pleaſure, but productive of that real Excellence 
which every Man does ſo earneſtly ſeet and long for, and 
without which there is no real Satisfattion ; if all Things in 
the World are a Shadow, as the Prophet calls them, 1. e. 
imgrinary and ſilly, but this is real and ſubſtantial ;, if after 
we have view'd the different Ages of the World, and ſelected 
what is moſt excellent from among them ; and after we have 
ſearch'd the moſt celebrated Performances of the moſt eminent 
Scavans, the right Foundations of Virtue, Happineſs and 
Diſtinction, and the way to arrive at them, are no where to 
be found but here. 

From pretended Miracles, wwe are got to no Miracles ; 
and from the Viſions of weak Men, to no divine Inſpiration, 
But if, beſide the Foundations on which our Religion is built, 
it ſoars far above the groveling Thoughts of Men, and not 
only ſo, but its Sublimity conſiſts, not in the Speculations of 
Monks, but in @ Superiority of Underſtanding and Taſte, this 
must greatly recommend ii to every ingenuous Mind, 

Indeed, what we ſeem to want now is, that a Perſon may 
ariſe, who with a great and good Heart, and an equal Force 
of Genius, may convince the World of the Beauty and Glory, 
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as a late one bas done, of the Reaſonableneſs and Certainty 
of the Chriſtian Dectriue. That ſo the upper Parts of it 


may be every where enamour'd of that true Greatneſs it in- 


fſtires, the lower feel its Effects, and all things may be brought 
as much nearer to that reaſonable State in which God created 
them, as they are now removed from it, and of a different 
Nature. But, 3 . 
2dly, Without the Rules of Morality it is certain human 
Liſe cculd not firbfi at all. Did Chrift come then to teach 
this, as unknown before ? This cannot be ſaid. What then, 
as a divine Teacher, hath he done? The Anſwer is: He 
hath given us a Rule, adapted to the original Frame and 
Conſtitution of Things. He hath taught us, 1. to comply there- 
with, by taking into our View the whole Scheme of Nature, 
aud by acting as is moſt agreeable to ſuch Rules and Laws 
as are fundamental and neceſſary to its Support and Happi- 
neſs : and, 2. as that original Conſtitution is broken and diſ- 
ordered thro the Default of Men, to think it our prime Duty 
t9 Cod, to Man, to ourſelves, to endeavour after its Rgco- 
very. Mankind ſoon loft the prime End to which all I kir 
Actions, ſhould have been pointed. And afterward their Rea- 
ſenings <were mightily perplex*d and bewilder'd, for want of 
knowing or conſidering how Nature unperverted would pro- 
ed, In this Condition, in theſe Circumſtances, it is eaſy to 
ſee how great an Alteration mut 1nevitably enſue. For, 1. 
thoſe Virtues winch in 0 natural upright State would ariſe 
from the innate Rectitude of each Being; in this, which is 
fallen from its original Beauty, are to be acquired; and when 
we have acquired them, they have a different Object, and 


muf be exerted in @ manner agreeable to the Exigencies of 


our preſent State. Thus Virtue , Fortitude, Greatneſs, of 
Mind, Power, Goodneſs, beſide their ordinary Employment; 
will naturally be turwd upon ſpreading and eſtabliſhing the 
Tr:th among Men. And among all Ranks and Orders, the 
biehet Pitch of Excellence muſt be, who, deſpiſing the Al- 
l»rements of the World, fhall contribute mo zo its Succeſs, 
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All which ſhews how great difference there is betwwixt the 
common Rules of Morality as taught by Men and propoſed 
here. . = | 

The End propoſed here is manifeſtly the greateſt in all Re- 
ſpelts that could poſſibly be thought of, the Method preſcribed 
for the effefing it is ſuch, as duly obſerved, cannot fail; and 
every Man is obliged, to the utmoſt of his Power, to under- 
ſtand and purſue it; as who, according to his Behaviour 
herein, ſhall be condemned for his Sloth, or approved for his 
Diligence, when Chriſt appears. In the mean time let us en- 
deavour to prepare the Way for him, and as the Truth hath 
been long emerging out of the Darkneſs of Popery, let us re- 
duce it to ſuch Standard, and fhew it in that true Light 
which no Man can reſiſt; which carries Conviction alon 
with it, and commands Submiſſion. Let us ſhew, that the 
whole Religion of Chris, all its vital and eſſential Parts, 
are capable of Demonſtration, beginning with the divine At- 
tributes, and going thr all the ſeveral Branches of natural 
Religion, and the particular Precepts of Chriſtianity aſſiſting 
and compleating them. And from the Prophecies let us ſhew 
by what has been done, wwhat ſhall be done, with the like 
Evidence. This is the way to pour in Light and Bleſſing 
upon the Wretched and Injur d, whoſe Number is immenſe- 
ly great; this is the way to do the mo} ſignal Service to 
Mankind, and to make the best Uſe of the Life given us; 
certainly it is much better than abetting the Schemes of Men, 
either ignoranily, or for worldly or Party Views, under a 
Shew of Religion. 

The Way to this hath been prepared by many eminent 
Hands, ſo that wwe proceed all along from one thing to ano- 
ther with the greateſt Certainty. We have no regard to Au- 
thorities or Aſertions, nor contend about Things above our 
reach; but by a Chain of regular Deductions, eaſy and na- 
tural to the Mind, are poſſeſſed of that right Underſtanding, 
that true Wiſdom, which the World by deſerting their Cre- 
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ator had loft, and without his Interpoſition could not poſſibly 
have regained. 3 f 1 

To recommend this, and the great Things propoſed by it, 
theſe and other Papers have appear d, intended to be reviſed 
and perfected, ſhould they be found uſeful or agreeable to the 
Taſte of but ſome few; or otherwiſe to die away contentedly, 
as conſcious to whom it belongs to change Times and Seaſons, 
and to work his own moſt perfect Will with the puny Wi, 
dom and pitiful Wandrings and Deſertions of human Minds z 
and that it is ours to look at what is pat with Admiration, 
and to wait what is to come with Conſtancy and Pleaſure. 


ERRATA. 


gre 42. Line 10. dele 207. pag. 76. 1. 27. dele this. pag. 98. 
I. 18. for it read the divine Spirit. p. 99. I. 26. for Jubn VI. 
read John the Sixth. 


in 


Marr H. xx. 26, 27, 28. 


M hoſoever will be great among you, let 
him be your miniſter; and whoſoever 
will be chief among you, let him be 
your ſervant ; even as the Son of man 
came not to be minifired unto, but 
to miniſter, and to give his li fe a 
ranſom for many. 


= HIS is the Anſwer made to 
2 the Mother of Zebedee's Sons, 
SI when the requeſted, the one 
might ſit on the right hand, the 
other on the left of our Saviour in 
his kingdom. "Twas worldly 
Ambition that made them deſire, and her re- 
queſt this Favour. And as our Lord, inſtead 
of gratifying their Wiſhes, gave this turn to 
their Thoughts, bringing 'em down as low 
as before they were aſpiring, tis evident ſuch 
Ambition, in his Judgment, was not to be 


indulg'd. And not only ſo; but whoever is 
B rightly 
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rightly ambitious, inſtead of aiming at Place 
or Dignity, inſtead of raiſing himſelf by 
any Means he can contrive, muſt learn to 
be humble and ſerviceable e er he expect to 
be honourable among Men, | | 

Our Lord does not take away this In- 
ſtin&, this ſtrong Impulſe in the Mind of 
Man; but teaches us how to direct it aright. 
Operate it ought; but it muſt be in ſuch 
manner, as to render a Man not great, but 
valuable; not conſpicuous for Honours 
heap'd upon himſelf, but devoted to the 
Good of others, and indefatigable in effect- 
ing it. 

The Chriſtian Religion propoſes the Hap- 
pineſs, not of one particular Rank or Or- 
der of Men, but of all in general. It de- 
mands a Capacity and Diſpoſition to pro- 
mote this, as the only Road to Diſtinction. 
And it requires that, in order to their being 
brought into this Road, Men ſhould be 
humble even as thoſe of the very loweſt Con- 
dition. He that is proud has too high an 
Opinion of himſelf to apprehend his Wants 
and Defects, and therefore muſt be far from 
ſtooping to the ſervile Labour of removing 
them: And this muſt hinder his making 
that Progreſs and Improvement, which 
otherwiſe he might have done. Yet with- 
out this, ſuch is the Nature of the Mind, 
its Powers and Capacities muſt lie dormant, 


or be loſt, And what may be ſaid juſtly of 
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Pride and Inſolence obſtructing its Proficien- 
cy in any way, may be ſaid as juſtly of the 
want of Attention and Application. To 
raiſe her up to the Knowledge and Practice 
of the greateſt Excellencies, is a Work that 
requires much Aid and Aſſiſtance, much 
Art and Diſcipline; and if Men neglect em 
thro' Indolence, or ſcorn em thro* Pride, 
they may be great indeed, but cannot help 
being at the ſame time very worthleſs. This 
is the Reaſon our Saviour lays down this 


Rule: I bosse ver would be great among you, 


let him be your miniſter ; and whoſoever wou'd 
be chief among you, let him be your ſervant 
even as the Son of man came, not to be mint= 
fired unto, but to miniſter, and to give his life 
a ranſom for many. 


The Method whereby ſecular Men endea- 


. vour to riſe, is Art and Policy, without re- 
4 gard to public Good: And having obtain'd 
e their Ends, thoſe Honours are look'd on as 
* real, which, in truth, are no more than the 
n Acquirements of Fraud, Partiality, or Cor- 
s ruption. Ambition even in the worſt Men 
n operates with great Force, and aims at things 
E of the utmoſt Luſtre and Brightneſs. But 
E in Nature, in the reaſon of Things, real 
h Honour there is none, but what muſt ariſe 


from the Original mention'd. And it is one 
undeniable Proof of the Truth of Chriſtia- 
nity, that it allows no Method of ſeeking 
private Advantage, but what will promote 
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the Good of others. Whoever by a right 
Application of their Talents of any kind do 
this, act agreeably to the Will of God. And 
as the Occaſions of the Public muſt demand 
Abilities and Virtues, Men of ſuch Abili- 
ties and Virtues muſt be had. And that 
ſuch Power ſhou'd be entruſted to them, and 
ſuch Diſtinction conferr'd upon 'em, as may 
enable them to ſerve the Public, is neceſla- 
ry: and therefore ſuch Power and Honour 
there muſt: be, But ſince many, like the 
Sons of Zebedee, ſeek Poſts and Offices for 
the ſake of that Figure they expect to make 
in 'em, our Lord takes this Opportunity of 
turning their Thoughts to the main thing 
they ſhou'd contend for; and that is, that 
they that wou'd ſhine bright ſhou'd be ſo 
much the more diligent to qualify themſelves 
by the Attainment of proper Powers, and 
by the faithful Exerciſe of thoſe Powers in 
doing their beſt Services, or the utmoſt 
Good imaginable to their Fellow-Creatures. 
How excellent and neceſſary this Doctrine 
is, we ſhall ſoon ſee, if we conſider, 

1. What prodigious Miſchiefs are occa- 
fion'd by Men who are led by Ambition on- 


ly. 2. The Reaſonableneſs of propoſing vi 
public Good as the prime Object of all our n 
Actions, 3. The mighty Advantages of ſe 
this to the Community: And, 4. The much hi 
greater Advantage of a Man's thus aCting in 4 
regard to himſelf, an 
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1, Mere Ambition is miſchievous to the 
Community, when neglecting and over- 
looking the proper Qualifications Men aim 
at Truſts or Honours for their own Sakes, 
and fill them with equal Aſſurance and In- 
ſufficiency, Hence many Miſtakes are made, 
Opportunities, and Advantages loſt, thro' 
Weakneſs and Miſconduct. If Men are not 
fit for the Stations they are in, the Ends of 
thoſe Stations cannot be anſwer'd; but all 
that depends upon them mult ſuffer. And 
er this is the leaſt Inconvenience. For ſup- 
poſe Men induſtrious to quality themſelves 
in the beſt manner, Ambition ſpoils every 
Endowment or Acquirement a Man can 
have; and as to the Power put into his 
Hands, it turns it into an Opportunity of 
doing Miſchief the more arttuliy and effe— 
ctually. Ir preſſes on to its own Advorcage, 
not only through baſe Compliances, but 
Wickedneſs, and is ever ready to ſacritice 
the common Intereſt to its own. Put the 
Command of an Army into the Hands of a 
Craſſus, and how toon ſhall his covetous and 
ambitious Head be buſy with making the 
beſt of it to himſelf? Suppoſe the Scholar 
very learned, and yet ambirious, and how 
ſoon ſhall his Learning be employ'd in the 
ſupport of a bad Cauſe, provided he has 
hopes of Preferment by it? And fo in all 
Cates whatever; ſuppoſe a Man ambirious, 
and what can be expected from him, but 
B 3 that 
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that he will ſecure his own Points, how- 
ever ill it may fare with the Public. But 
the greateſt Miſchief is when Men of this 
ſort are in great Power. Let the Prince be 
a Perſon of this Character, and how many 
unneceſſary Wars ſhall his Subjects be in- 
volved in? Was not this the Caſe of by far 
the moſt renowned Heathens? Did they not 
laviſh away the Lives of Millions to make 
themſelves great? Did not their very Vir- 
tues by this means become pernicious, not 
to others only, but even to thoſe in whoſe 
ſervice they were exerted, and whoſe Good 
was the pretended Cauſe of every thing at- 
chieved by them? 

In a word: Could we recount all the Vil- 
lanies that have been committed, all the 
Miſeries that have been occaſioned from 
Adam to this Day, we might juſtly charge 
the greateſt Part of them upon the Ambi- 
tion and Selfiſhneſs of Men. And this ſure 
muſt be ſufficient to convince us how per- 
nicious they are when they thus preſs after 
their particular Objects without regard to 
the Weal of others. 

On the contrary, did all Men ſet this be- 
fore them as a Rule never to be violated or 
ſuperſeded upon any Account whatever: — 
Thar in the Acquirement or Enjoyment of 
Advantage or Credit they ſhould propoſe 
the Good of the Public: Did they in their 
ſeveral Stations and Capacities render them- 

I ſelves, 
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ſelves as uſeful as poſſible to the Societies of 
which they are Members: Did they employ 
the Advantages they have to the utmoſt of 
their Power in their Service: —The Reſulr 
muſt be Security and Happineſs. And there- 
fore this Rule is rational and excellent, nor 
only as it would remove all the Miſchiefs of 
Avarice and Ambition, but as in making the 
whole happy, it 1s the only ſure and ſtand- 
ing Method of making every particular Man 
ſo. Happineſs is a relative thing, and in 
Bodies of Men muſt depend in ſome mea- 
ſure upon the Conduct of every Particular. 


And when every Perſon aims at that of the 
Whole, he takes the right Method to pro- 


cure that, and in that his own incluſively. 


When neglecting that, he ſeeks his own on- 
ly, he does ſo far obſtruct that of the Whole, 
and ſhould all Men do the ſame, there 
could be no ſuch thing as Order or Happi- 
neſs in the World. 

The firſt thing which every Man looks 
out for, is, how his Want may be ſupply'd. 
And if this is not already done to his hands, 
the Queſtion will be, By what uſeful Occu- 
pation it may be ſo. And He, that after 
this is fix'd, applies ſoberly and induftriouſ- 
ly, behaving himſelf with Piety to God, 
with Juſtice to his Neighbour, and making 
the beſt progreſs his Capacity and Opportu- 
nities will allow in the Virtues of Chriſtiani- 
ty, does what is right, and what our Lord 
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deſires he ſhould do. But ſuppoſe a Man's 
Wants are ſupplied; the Queſtion then 
will be, How ſhall he make the beſt Figure 
in Life? For this is what every Man's Am- 
bition does naturally prompt. And if in 
anſwer to this, private Advantage is propo- 
ſed as the way, then the Method will be to 
conſider what are the Things that make the 
greateſt Shew, and give a Man the beſt Fi- 
gure, and to contend for them. Thus if 
military Atchievements are in vogue, as in the 
Times of the Roman Conqueſts, then to com- 
mand an Army, to ſubdue as many Nations 
as poſlible, and to triumph for ſo doing, 
would be things of the greateſt Value. Or 
ſuppoſe vaſt Eſtate is the thing moſt regard- 
ed, as in the Declenſion of chat Empire, 
and then the Point will be, How a Man 
may gain a very large Eſtate in order to 
make a great Figure in Life? But then 
there 1s another Queſtion no leſs material 
to be aſked: And that is, whether or no does 
this contribute to public Good? Does it ſe- 
cure or promote the Happineſs of Mankind, 
or anſwer the Ends of Providence? And 
here the Anſwer is, It does not. And there- 
fore if theie Things are to be conſulted, 
this cannot be a right Method. Nor can 
any Method be right which does not con- 
ſult theſe; nor can we conſult theſe aright, 
unleſs we lay the Foundation as our Saviour 
has done, in this glorious Principle of ſeek- 
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ing the Good of others antecedently to our 
OWN. 

On the other hand: Suppoſe us ſatisfied 
of the Reaſonableneſs of this Rule, —Thar 
the beſt way to ſecure a Man's private Ad- 
vantage or Honour 1s to enable himſelf to 

rocure that of others antecedently to his 
own. And then the Queſtion will be, How 
he may beſt contribute to the Good of o- 
thers? What Method muſt be taken, what 
Abilities, what Virtues muſt be acquired ro 
procure this End? And here every thing 
that tends to make a Man wiſe and good 
will offer itſelf as that proper Sphere of 
Diſcipline in which no Man can be too in- 
duſtrious. More particularly: If any Man 
deſires to be eminently uſeful and ſervice- 
able, and to deſerve Diſtinction upon that 
Account; the greateſt Self. denial in contra- 
diction to worldly Ambition, and the moſt 
fervent Charity in oppoſition to Pride and 
Selfiſhneſs, is the Method he muſt take. 
Whoſcever would, be great amongſt you, let 
him be your miniſter ; and whoſoever would be 
chief among ſt you, let him be your ſervant; 
even as the Son of man came not to be miniſtred 
unto, but to miniſter, and to give his life a ran- 


ſom for many. 


You ſee the Reaſonableneſs and Neceflity 
of this Rule from this ſhort Obſervation up- 
on it. And the Excellence of it in regard 


of others you will eaſily diſcover, if you 
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confider, that he that can deny himſelf 
Eaſe, Plenty, Pleaſure or Honour, or any 
other preſent Good, muſt be ſo much more 
at liberty to judge and act juſtly, to proceed 
without biaſs or attachment upon his Mind. 
His Dealings muſt be upright, his Deter- 
minations true. In all Caſes he may ſafely 
be depended upon. Whatever Office is en- 
truſted to him, the Public will find it diſ- 
charged with Fidelity, and reap the Benefit 
of it. Bur, 

2, He that can thus deny himſelf, and is 
a Lover of Mankind, will not ſcruple poſt- 
poning his own Intereſt to the Good of o- 
thers where there is need. He will be indu- 
ſtrious to find, and active to accompliſh 
whatever may be of moment to them. No 
Means ſhall be neglected, no Opportunity 
loſt, no Application wanted. And what is 
this, but to make a Man, to the utmoſt of 
his Power, a watchful and unwearied In- 
ſtrument of Good to the Public. In the 
mean time, 

3. Whatever Fortune he is bleſſed with, 
he is ſure to do the utmoſt Service with it: 
Either in Charity to the Poor, or Hoſpita- 
lity to his Neighbour, or Generoſity to his 
Country, or Bounty to his Relations and 
Friends. All theſe (and theſe make the 
Whole of Mankind to him) will find him 
not only a ſtrong Defence upon occaſion, but 
always a very zealous Well-wiſher, and as far 
as 
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as his Power reaches a very ardent Bene- 
factor. And what is more, 

4. He will be able to encounter Difficul- 
ties and Dangers, and to lay down his Life 
ſhou'd the common Cauſe demand it. All 
theſe are no more than the natural Conſe- 
quence of theſe two Excellencies; eſpecial- 
ly if a Man has poſſeſſed his Mind with ſuch 
Regard for human Kind, as to have the ni- 
ceſt Senſe of their Wants, and to be alive 
and quick ſhou'd any thing of Advantage or 
Diſadvantage to them appear, Wou'd you 
ſee a Mind truly valuable, it muſt be raiſed 
up to the Knowledge and Practice of theſe 
two great Excellencies, and ſo fix d and in- 
tent upon promoting the Happineſs of all 
Men, as to be ready to renounce even Life 


itſelf in this Cauſe. This is true Greatneſs. 


To turn our Eyes upon which, our Lord 
has abſolutely forbid the Purſuit of world- 
ly Honours or Advantages merely as ſuch. 
He declin'd every thing of this ſort himſelf, 
that he might give us a moſt perfect Exam- 
le herein. He had no Honours to wear, 
no Poſſeſſions to boaſt, not even where to lay 
his Head, He went about doing good, and 
to give us an Inſtance of his Humility, waſh'd 
his Diſciples Feet; oppoſing Ambition, A- 
varice, Pride and Selfiſhneſs to ſuch degree, 
as to bring himſelf to the Croſs; thereby 
occaſionally laying down his Life for the 
Truth, and purchaſing for thoſe that ſhou'd 
: follow 
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follow him herein, a kingdom which ſhall 
never be dejtroyed, which ſhall break in pieces 
and conſume all other kingdoms, and fland it- 


ſelf for ever, Dan. 11. 44. The Apoſtles and 


Martyrs followed inculcating the ſame Do- 
ctrine, and being Inſtances of it themſelves. 
And wou'd all Men imitate their Charity 
and Bravery, I need not ſay what the Con- 
dition of the World muſt be. And yer, 

4. The moſt pleaſing Conſideration of all 
others 1s, that this Doctrine wou'd not only 
eſtabliſh public Happineſs, but that it is 
every particular Perſon's greateſt Intereſt and 
Advantage. nie Conſideration, I ſay, 
brings the thing home to vs, if it is true: 
and that it is true, you w:i! gſily allow, if 
you obſerve, that, tho' it ſecmingly makes 
a Man no Friend to himſelf, yet in lieu of 
this it raiſes up to him as many zealous 
Friends as there are Men in the World : tho' 
it ſeems not to conſult his Advantage as to 
Externals, yet it abundantly compenſates 
this, in that ſo much greater Regard is paid 
to Internals, and the Mind at the ſame time 
it is taught to look down upon things periſh- 
able, is raiſed up to the greateſt real Excel- 
lence, the higheſt moral Perfection: It o- 

ens the right way, and gives Sanction to 
all the Advantages and Honours a Man can 
acquire ; and it is a Key to thoſe unſpeaka- 
ble Glories, which God hath prepared for 
thoſe who thus make a right Uſe of their 


Talents, Did 
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Did it propoſe to make a Man a Friend 
to others, and not others Friends to him, 
this wou d be far from doing what is fair 
and equitable, But at the ſame time that ic 
makes him an Inſtrument of Good to others, 
even to the Neglect of his own, it bounti- 
fully repays him with Numbers and Multi- 
tudes induſtriouſly prepar'd, and ſtrongly 
inclin'd to ſerve him. At the ſame time that 
it turns him from the Purſuit of falſe Glo- 
ry, it builds him up into real; into Glo 
that will never fade, but grow and brighten 
in him for ever. And even as to this Life, 
it is of the very prime Importance: It will 
recommend him to the good liking of others 
in the nature and common courſe of Things, 
It is the way to have many Well-wiſhers, 
and to be well ſpoken of. It is the way to 
obtain whatever he deſires, and a Capacity 
and Fitneſs for whatever he can obtain. For 
to ſuch Character, to ſuch Merit, Men muſt 
give Applauſe and Honours, as_it anſwers 
all the Ends of Society, and ſo far as he is 
concerned, is the moſt effectual Means of 
procuring Good to themſelves. And there- 
fore, except in Caſes of extreme Degenera- 
cy or Diſturbance, beſides the internal Ex- 
cellence which he muſt be poſſeſs d of, it is 
the moſt ſure way to the moſt lovely, the 
moſt happy, and the moſt glorious Conditi- 
on he can arrive at. And ſuppoſe this, thro 
the Perverſeneſs of ſome bad Men, ſhou'd 
nor 
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not happen, yet this it compenſates again, 
in that it is an Inlet to thoſe unſpeakable 
Glories which God hath prepared for ſuch 
Men. And this is what compleats and fi- 
niſhes all the reſt. For after all, let this 
Doctrine be ever ſo rational or admirable, 
the World we ſhall find in general the ſame, 
So that let ſuch Men endeavour to act their 
Parts ever ſo well in it, and to do their beſt 
Services for it, tis not improbable their U- 
ſage ſometimes will be very wretched, Ca- 
lumny and Detraction generally ſully the 
braveſt Actions; and the greateſt Benefactors 
are oft the greateſt Sufferers, being envy'd, 
miſrepreſented, hated, perſecuted, falſly ac- 
cuſed, condemned, exiled, or put to death. 
In this manger Enyy ever uſes Merit when 
it is in its Power; and thus it is this good 
World oft rewards its beſt Friends. It muſt 
be confeſs'd, this is but poor Encourage- 
ment to renounce every Advantage for its 
ſake, or for the ſake of doing good to it. 
And yet ſuch Services are demanded from all 
Chriſt's Adherents. Some Reaſons for this 
J have already aſſign'd, and more I ſhall aſ- 
ſign hereafter. One I ſhall mention here, 


and it 1s this : Such exalted Virtue, ſuch 


invincible Goodneſs God delights in. You 
know what the P/almft ſays, Right dear in 
the fight of the Lord 1s the blood of his ſaints. 


Indeed if we view the Doctrine only as it 


may carry a Man (as it oft will) into Inju- 
| ry, 
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ry, Defamation, Perſecution, Death, ſo far 
it muſt be own'd it has but a diſmal Aſpect. 


But conſider him not under the Conflict, but 


after it is ended; after he has paſſed through 


all the Severities and Abuſes, the Pains and 


Tortures the moſt witty and implacable 
Malice could execute upon him: Conſider 
him in the Condition he muſt be, when Hea- 
ven is opening upon him, and he is going to 
make his Appearance before God : Suppoſe 
you ſee our Lord himſelf ſmiling upon him, 
and putting into his Hands all the infinite 
Glories of Heaven and Immortality, for 
what he hath bravely endur'd in Obedience 
to his Will, and for doing Good in the 
very higheſt Inſtance ro Mankind, and you 
will then have a right Idea ſo far of the great 
Excellence of our Saviour's Doctrine. And 
this I hope is ſufficient again to ſhew us the 
much greater Advantage of a Man's thus act- 
ing in regard of himſelf. 

And now that we have ſeen this Doctrine 
confirmed and illuſtrated ſo far, before I 
proceed, I muſt beg leave to apply it to the 
preſent State and Circumſtances of the 
World. And here, how ought we to regret 
that great Abuſe of Chriſtianity which early 
crept into, and 1s ſtill in many Countries 
continued in it. I mean that ridiculous 
Practice of flying to Convents and Mona- 
ſteries, and other Receptacles of idle and 
uſeleſs Men: When the true Deſign of it is, 
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on the contrary, to render every Man a good 
Member of Society, and to prepare him 
with ſuch Virtues as will enable him to ac- 
quit himſelf as ſuch in the moſt excellent 
manner. How ought we to look down up- 
on the glittering Baits, and tempting Ob- 
jects of worldly Ambition; when it is fo 
plain that the Road to true Excellence is the 
very reverſe? How ought we to admire a 
Rule, which tho' it takes us as it were out of 
ourſelves, tho' it draws us from that child- 
iſh and ſtupid Attachment to our own pre- 
ſent Intereſt, the Cauſe of ſo much Miſchief 
and Miſery, would yet, could it univerſal- 
ly prevail, ſurround us with ſo many true 
Friends, raiſe us to the right and proper 
Excellence of rational Beings, entitle us ac- 
cording to our Capacities to the greateſt Ad- 
vantages in a way that 1s right always, and 
ſometimes, if not always ſucceſsful even in 
this World, and if that fails, will ſecure us 
of much greater in the next; and which 
ſhould the World be ſuch as to bring us to 
the ſevereſt Trial, will reward us for it 
with an eternal Weight of Glory! How 
ought this to inflame us with a Zeal and 
molt earneſt Deſire of imitating the Apoſtles 
and Martyrs, and eſpecially our bleſſed 
Lord, and of ſeeing his Doctrine and Ex- 
ample ſpread and take among Men in a 
much better manner and far greater degree 
than it hath yet done! How may we pity 
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the Infidel, who can be ſo ſhameleſs as to 
trample upon it, notwithſtanding its own 
ſuperior Senſe and Judgment, and the ma- 
niteſtly great and noble Effects of it are of 
themſelves ſufficient to demonſtrate its Ve- 
racity ! But to return to our Argument: If 


this Rule is ſo rational and excellent, the 


Obſervation to be made from it is, that the 
Author well underſtood human Nature, to 
what Cauſe the ill Uſe Men make of their 
Faculties is to be imputed, and what is the 
Method of ſetting them right again. As 
Man is free, he muſt be left ro make what 
Uſe he would of his Liberty, otherwiſe it 
were to no purpoſe to make him free; not- 


withſtanding this we may conclude, as God 


knew the Weakneſs of . his Creatures, he 
would interpoſe in a Manner ſuitable to 
their Condition. And that this is the Caſe 
of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Religion, is de- 
monſtrable various Ways. 

In particular: It is one great and moſt 
clear Proof of this, that thoſe Poibles and 
Weakneſſes of human Nature which have 
done, and ſtill do ſo much Miſchief, are 
here corrected; and a Method is preſcrib'd, 
wherein it muſt neceſſarily be happy, ac- 
cording to its original Frame and Conſtitu- 
tion. Till the Appearance of our Lord, as 
all Hiſtories alike ſhew, Men were led by 


mere Ambition; accordingly, what a miſe- 


rable Scene of Being has the World been to 
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by far the greater Part of Mankind? Since 
then; how ill the contrary Doctrine goes 
down, what Pains have been taken, what 
Frauds uſed to get free from it, is viſible 
enough; however, it was neceſſary Men 
ſhould be left to act in this manner for the 
. Reaſon mentioned. I ſhall here hint at 
ſome of thoſe Ends of Providence which are | 
- anſwer'd by their being ſo. 2. I will ſhew, | 
that their being better taught, or as it is ex- 
preſs'd in Scripture, taught of God, was 
neceſſary in its due Time. And, 3. That | 
if they were to be ſo taught, the Doctrine 
here laid down muſt be one grand Inſtance | 
of it. 1. Becauſe, beſides the deſtructive 
Nature of mere worldly Ambition, the Ef- 
ſence of real Worth conſiſts herein, and the 
Degree of it muſt be in Proportion, as a 
Man ſhall be able to deny himſelf for the n 
Good of others. 2. Becauſe no Part of 
Men in this Caſe could have the leaſt room fo 
to complain. And, 3. Becauſe whenever i de 
this ſhall obtain, or ſo far as it ſhall obtain, lie 
it muſt render the World a wiſe Scene of e 
Being, and ſuch as was intended it ſhould th. 
be 


That the Heathens generally acted in the an- 
Manner mentioned, is notorious; that in be 
doing ſo they did not do right, is plain from thi: 
the Reaſons given, as well as from thoſe 
Words of our Lord, Matth. xx. 2 5. Ye know 
that the Princes of the World exerciſe Domi- 
2 nion 
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nion over them, and they that are great, exer- 


ciſe Authority upon them ; but it ſhall not be 
o with you. This is a plain Condemnation 
of the thing itſelf; and as I ſaid before, none 
of that Happineſs, which according to its 
Frame and Conſticution is proper to human 
Nature, can be obtained in this way; ic 
mult therefore be permitted by God, on 
purpoſe to let us ſee that he would not in- 
terpoſe without need, as well in this Cafe 
as in that of Idol-worſhip. In the mean 
time, 2. howeyer lamentable a Condition 
any People may be in, we ought not to be 
ſurpriz'd at it, for we ſee not the End of 
it; and we may be ſure infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs will make an excellent Uſe 
of it. We don't well underſtand why Hea- 
thens were permitted to go on in the man- 
ner they did, to the great Detriment of the 
World, and the Miſery and Deſtruction of 
ſo many Millions of poor Creatures; nor 
do we know why Chriſtianity is ſuffer'd to 


lie under the Reſtraints it now lies almoſt 


every where. But we know this is owing to 
the Ignorance of one Sort of Men, and to 
the Ambition and Selfiſhneſs of another; 
and we may conclude it is better this ſhould 
be permitted than otherwiſe; becauſe by 
this means the World is a Theatre, whereon 
the Integrity, Piety, Wiſdom, Goodneſs and 
Patience of Men is try'd and exercis'd to the 


g greateſt Advantage, which in a more regu- 
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look up to God, and to pray for ſuch Al- 


incite it to pray for; and above all, that we 


great and glorious End, viz. the final Hap- 
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lar State could not be ; becauſe by this 
means the pious Mind is called upon to 


teration and Amendment, as the Miſeries 
occaſion'd by Ambition and Selfiſhneſs muſt 


of the Chriſtian Faith may ſeek and long | 
for the Succeſs and Prevalence of the Go- | 
ſpel ; or in other Words, the Removal of 
thoſe Miſeries, and the Introduction of a 
more rational and wiſe State of Things. 

In the next place, how will the divine | 
Mercy ſhine, and the divine Goodneſs be | 
diſplay'd, when it ſhall appear that all the 
—— that have ever been in the World, 

1 with a View to this 


pineſs and Triumph of the Wiſe? That be- 
tides the Allowances made in the laſt Judg- 
ment to the Infirmities and Diſadvantages of MW 8 
Men, nothing was wanted on God's Part i © 
to lead them right, or that could be of WM © 
Service to them; nothing I mean conſiſt- 
ent with the Government of free Agents! 
And to thoſe, who either attending to the P. 
Voice of Reaſon, or to his Calls, turn rol M 
the right Path, and ſhall be poſſeſſed of IF fu 
Immortality, it will appear much better to det 
create Men in the low Condition they are the 
in, and tho' many will render themſelves Co 
unfit for, and incapable of rational Hap- 
pineſs, than that none ſhould be — 

1 that 
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that Numbers that would fit and prepare 
themſelves, ſhould be deprived of it; ſo 
that the divine Goodneſs will hereby gain 
one great End, and that is, the true Ha 
pineſs and real Glory of ſuch of his Crea- 
tures as could be prevail'd upon to pur- 
ſue it in ſuch manner as it is in its own 
Nature to be purſu'd. But, 

2. As to proceed in this way is mani- 
feſtly wrong, as has been ſhewn, and yer 
It is not in the leaſt probable Men of them- 
ſelves ſhould ever correct it, it is natural to 
conclude God would interpoſe and teach 
them better. However for wiſe Ends and 
Reaſons he may permit worldly Ambition 
to have its Courſe, we may be ſure of this, 
as of any one thing in Nature, becauſe he 
deſires the Happineſs, and hates the Miſery 
of his Creatures. Indeed the Jewiſh Reli- 


gion is a plain Inſtance of this, as it leads 


to a certain Period of God's particular and 
extraordinary Interpoſition, at which the 
People were to be divinely inſtructed; and 
this Character Chriſt aſſumed, leaving his 
Precepts and Example to be judged of by 
Men, and which are in their own nature 
ſuch, as to open to the World new and bet- 
ter ways of thinking, and to procure (were 
they univerſally obſerved) a more happy 
Condition of Being than has yer been ſeen ; 
he condemned the then preſent Face of the 
World, the Method Men were in, abſolute- 
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ly; aſk why? and the Anſwer will be, be- 
cauſe there was much Wickedneſs in it. Be 
not conformed to this World, this wicked 
World, as the manner of explaining it is. 
But this is by no means all he intended to 
teach us: Men had run aſtray, nor only in 
worſhipping Idols, but in their Purſuits of 
Fame, Power, and Riches ; inſtead of pro- 
moting and ſecuring the Good of each other 
in a regular way, they entirely ſubverted the 
true Order of Things. It is plain we are ſo 
fram'd as to have a mutual Dependance up- 
on each other, no one being able to provide 
for himſelf the Conveniences of Life. Nowy 
it Happineſs is the thing fought, and it de- 
pends upon the regular Supply of all thoſe 
Conveniences, every Man muſt contribute 
his Share; and the more uſeful Part any 
Man is able to perform, the better; and if 
upon Trial he is found to act with this 
View, by common Conſent he ought to be 
diſtinguiſhed. This is the true Origin, the 
true Foundation of all Honour and Diſt in- 
Ction ; every Man as he promotes the Good 
of others in a greater or leſs degree, is in 
Proportion to be diſtinguiſhed. But alas! 
Men ſoon forgot what was the End to be 
propoſed; Publick Good was left out of 
the Account, and the only thing ſought was 
private Emolument. This is the reaſon of 
that ſevere Sentence of Condemnation our 
Lord fo oft pronounced upon the World, 


why | 
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why the Love of it is ſaid to be Enmity 
with God; and why the Apoſtle ſays, Love 
not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world : If any man love the world,. the 
love of the Father is not in him, 1 Joh. ii. 15, 
That Principle which is eſſential to general 
Happineſs, is in Fact almoſt excluded out 
of the Number of thoſe Rules and Methods 
by which human Life is carried on; and if 
ſo, it is no wonder it is ſuch a Scene of Dif- 
order and Miſery, as to our great Mortifi- 
cation we ever Fug it, or that we ſhould be 
ſo abſolutely abſtracted from it. 

In the 2d place: Admitting that God 
would interpoſe and teach Men better, this 
Doctrine muſt be one Part, one Inſtance of 
it; becauſe, beſides the deſtructive Nature 
of worldly Ambition, the Eſſence of true 
and real Worth conſiſts herein; and the 
degree of it muſt be in Proportion, as a 
Man ſhall be able to deny himſelf for the 
Good of others. 

It purſuing a Man's private Ends in a 
way abſtracted from Publick Good is per- 
nicious, as has been ſhewn ; if the more he 
can deny himſelf for the ſake of others, the 
more he is prepared to ſignalize himſelf in 
procuring that Good; and if the procuring 
that Good is the Criterion by which every 
Perſon's true Worth is to be meaſur'd, this 
mult be true, 
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God has created the World in ſuch man- 
ner, that every one ſhould contribute his 
utmoſt to the Good of the whole; and not 
ſeek Power for the ſake of Power; nor Ho- 
nour, nor Riches, nor Knowledge, for their 
own ſakes; but that whatever is entruſted 
to him, he ſhould conſider the End; he 
ſhould place Honour not in outward things, 
but in his Ability to act in the Sphere allot- 


ted him to the Publick Advantage, and in 


his Diligence and Fidelity in ſecuring that 
Advantage; he ſhould uſe, or ſeek his For- 
tune, if it is to be ſought, in a way conſiſt- 
ent with, and, if poſſible, productive of that 
Advantage; whatever Road of Life he is in, 
he ſhould meaſure his own Valuableneſs in 
it according to the degree in which others 
are benefited, or might be benefited by him ; 
and he ſhould reckon a Man's true Glory to 
be in Proportion, as he can renounce or en- 
dure any thing, rather than gain ought in a 
wrong way, and in Proportion as his Actions 
are of real Service to the World. This is fo 
agrecable to Nature, and would fo effectu- 
ally procure the Happineſs of all Men, as 
ſhews this muſt be the Criterion of true 
Worth and Excellence among Men; and 
conſequently, that if God would interpoſe 
and teach Men, this muſt be one grand In- 
ſtance of it. 

3. Were this univerſally obſerved, no 


Part of Mankind could have the leaſt room | 
to 
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to complain of their Station; for tho' the 
poor Man has not the Advantages of Birth 
or Education others have, yet he contri- 
butes his Share to the Publick ; and ſo long 
as he diſcharges his Part well, he is no un- 
neceſſary, no contemptible Member; and 
tho” his Lot at preſent is certainly none of 
the beſt, yet the Conſideration that he ſerves 
under a gracious Maſter, who upon his Fi- 
delity will compenſate this to him, is e- 
nough to inſpire him with Courage, Pa- 
tience, and Glory. 

In the mean time, nothing ſhould be 
wanting with proper Oeconomy to render 
his Life agreeable; he has a comfortable 
and decent Subſiſtence, and in their Seaſon 
his innocent Diverſions, and Reſpe& and 
Eſteem due to his good Behaviour where- 
ever he goes; add the Endearments of Af- 
finity, and all thoſe domeſtick Pleaſures 
which ſweeten Life; add to theſe a Mind 
train'd and dNciplin'd in the true Religion, 
together with the pleaſing Proſpect of the 
End to which this leads: Lay theſe things 
together, and it will appear that the Be- 
ing of the pooreſt Man is no contemptible 
thing; but on the contrary, deſign'd even 
at preſent to be happy; and in the whole 
attended with Privileges and Advantages of 
the fineſt nature. 

3. Whatever Buſineſs a Man is brought 
up to, this Rule will no leſs hold in regard 
of 
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of that. It is true, Succeſs in this is oft 
owing to right Situation, or other Circum- 
ſtances, that facilitate and prepare the way; 
and which it is the Buſineſs of Parents or 
Friends to look out for beforehand. But as 
to himſelf, his Part is, to conſider how he 
may diſcharge it ſo chat others may be ſer- 
ved by it, and to ſeek his own Advance- 
ment by ſuch means only; and that is, by 
Sobriety, Diligence, and Integrity ; and all 
fuch Behaviour as tends in its own nature 
to recommend a Man, at the ſame time 
that the Publick is benefited by {o uſeful 
a Member. 

And this is a fair way of procuring all 
the Comforts of Life; of paſſing thro” it 
with much Satisfaction ; of being happy 
in this State, and of removing hence to ſtill 
greater Happineſs i in the next. 

3. As Wealth ſhould be acquired in this 
manner, ſo when it is acquired or left, it 
ought to be uſed in the ſame manner; that 
18, 10 that the Publick may have the Advan- 
tage of it; ſo as to anſwer what may juſtly 
be expected and demanded from it; ſo as 
to ſupport the Figure and afford the Con- 
veniences it is a Capacity to ſupport and af- 
ford; ſo as to coincide with and ſet for- 
ward the Intereſts of Virtue and true Reli- 
gion; and ſo as to give Relief and Aſſiſt- 
ance where there is need. The ſame is true 
of all Degrees and Diſtinctions whatever: 
according 
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according as a Man riſes in them, his Rc” 

ard for others, his Concern for cheir Good, 
and his Capacity to procure that Good, 
ſhould riſe; and provided it always did ſo, 
it is evident no one could have the leaſt 
room to complain of his Station. For be- 
ſides what hath been ſaid, as much as others 
would be before him, and ſuperior to him, 


as much he would know they muſt be more 


defirous of his Happineſs, than thoſe of his 
own Rank and Order; and that they ſhould 
be ſo diſtinguiſh'd, and have ſuch Power, 
is his Intereſt and Security; he would ſee 
all things by their wiſe Management duly 
adminiſterd about him, and reckon, that 
what is above him muſt have its Excellence 
accordingly ; even Greatneſs, true Great- 
neſs, would not value itſelf upon its Power, 
or Wealth, or Wiſdom, or any thing it 
might have more than others; bur if it hath 
done Good to others, if they are better or 
happier by its means, in this it would re- 


joice greatly; it would not ſeek ſo much to 


be admired itſelf, as to deſcry where its Aid 


is wanted; where it might raiſe what is de- 
fective and poor into the Brightneſs of Pro- 
ſperity, and make that Part of the World 
{mile, and look like itſelf again. 
would this be all; but beneath it, as every 
Perſon ſhould advance forward in the ſame 
way, and ſo quality himſelf by the Improve- 
ment of his Talents as to be able, by the 


Neither 
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right Temperature of his Mind as to be 
willing and deſirous, and by the right Uſe 
of his Underſtanding as to chuſe and delight 
in Publick Good, he would be ſo far an 
Object of its Eſteem, and never want an Op- 
portunity of doing the Services he ſhould be 
prepared for. What is more, its Regard 
would be extended to all, as all, however 
different in their Powers, are capable of 
acting ſome Part at leaſt of Benefit to the 
whole, tho' it fall ſhort of the greater Ex- 
cellence of others; and as every one who 
acts his Part well, according to his Ability, 
and the Charge committed to him, is as 
worthy of Applauſe as he, who tho' greater 
10 things were entruſted to his Care, and he 
I acquitted himſelf as well, could yet do no 
th. more. 
tk Thus you ſee how pernicious worldly 
Wh Ambition is, the Reaſonableneſs of propo- 
1 ſing Publick Good, as the prime Motive of 
all our Actions, the Advantage of this to 
the Community, or to the World in ge- 
neral; and the much greater Advantages of 
it to the Man himſelf. = 
ay In the ſecond place, you ſee how juſtly | 
| the preſent State of the World is condemn'd 
0 upon this Account, and wants to be correct- { 
| ed and rectified in this Reſpect, as well as 
in that of Idol-worſhip; that every Degree M FÞ 
ANN of true Worth and real Diſtinction is, in M r 
104 the Nature of Things, to be meaſur'd by U 
00 this 
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chis Rule; that according to this way of 
acting, no Part of the Community, no Part 
of Mankind, could have reaſon to complain 
of their Condition ; but that the whole 
muſt be a wiſe Scene of Being, every way 
anſwerable to the Deſign and Intendment 
of the great Creator. 

And thus far we have conſidered this 
Rule in its natural Effects, ſuppoſing Men 
could be prevailed upon ſo to govern and 
conduct themſelves; let us now take a Step 
farther, and view it as it is an Argument of 
great intellectual Perfection and moral Im- 
provement; for herein its greateſt Excel- 
lence and Glory {till lies. 

I. I ſay, that this Virtue is a Proof of 
the greateſt intellectual Perfection and mo- 
ral Improvement; conſequently, 2. If this 
be true, it muſt be correſpondent to infinite 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs to require it from 
ſuch of his Creatures as he hath endu'd with 
ſuitable Faculties. 3. That to Minds right- 
ly inſtructed and prepared, it is productive 
of the greateſt Satisfaction, and the moſt 
refined Pleaſure, even in this Life. And, 
4. That that Happineſs and Glory there is 
in the World, owes its Being to it, or to the 
falſe Appearance of it. 

Every Man is endu'd with the Faculty of 
Reaſon, which employ'd aright, will natu- 
rally and eafily diſcover to him ſome of 
thoſe Ends the Creator propoſed in his 
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Works; among many other things, he can- 
not bur ſee this Faculty was given him as a 
Guide to his own Duty and Happineſs, as 
plainly as that the Sun was ordained for 
Light; he cannot therefore but reffect upon 
that Happineſs, and aſk what it is? and 
how it may be obtain'd? What is it that 
can render ſuch a Creature moſt happy ? Is 
it not the largeſt Poſſeſſion of thoſe Powers 
and Endowments which are moſt excellent 
in ſuch a Creature? As it 1s rational, the 
greateſt rational Capacity? And as it is mo- 
ral, the greateſt moral Improvement ? 

We muſt ſuppoſe him therefore aiming 
to raiſe himſelf up to the firſt of theſe, im- 
proving in the Knowledge of Nature daily 
(as far as his Opportunities and Capacity 
will allow) and confirm'd as far as he goes 
in the Truth and Certainty of what he 
knows. 

And the farther he puſhes his Reſearches, 
and the clearer Perception he gains of the 
Relation of Things in the Creation, the 
more he muſt be confirm'd in the Know- 
ledge and Certainty of the neceſſary Con- 
nection there is betwixt Truth and Happi- 
neſs; ſo that every Diſcovery, every Ad- 
vancement made herein, will be an Inlet 
into the Beauty and Glory of God's Works, 
and into that Wiſdom upon which that 


Beauty and Glory is founded; and the 


clearer that Perception is, the more he muſt 
be 
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be attracted and charmed, and the ſtronger 
muſt his Inclination be to adhere to the 
one, in order to ſecure the other. Thus en- 
larged in his intellectual Views, and ena- 
mour'd of what is rational, he becomes 
ſtrongly attach'd, not to preſent Intereſt or 
Honour, but to the Cauſe of Right and 
Truth, for the ſake of that Beauty, that 
Glory and Happineſs which do naturally 
ariſe thence ; and this is the moſt excellent 
and the moſt noble State the Mind of Man 
can be raiſed up to. 

And, 2. When he conſiders himſelf as 
one who is to act his Part in this Scene of 
Things, and finds that every Member is to 
proceed in the manner ſuggeſted, here he 
will be naturally prompted to fearch into 
the Propriety of his own Behaviour, and to 


| adjuſt it accordingly ; and as he will feel in 


himſelf a very ſtrong Defire of Diſtinction, 
Honour or Excellence, he will enquire into 
the Nature of this Impulſe; he will aſk 
how it is to be exerted in a right way? how 
he may conformably to that Rule gratif 
it? And if the Advancement of Publick 
Good is the way, as has been prov'd, his 
whole Mind will be turn'd upon that. 

And when by comparing things together, 
looking into the Hiſtories and Affairs of 
Men, and tracing out Cauſes from their 
Effects, he ſees what Miſchiefs have been, 
and are occaſion d by their being puſh'd on 


by 


11. 
It 
Will, 


| conſider how his own Good may be ob- 
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by their irregular Paſſions to preſent Inte- 
reſt and Honour, this will teach him to 


tain'd, and no ſuch Miſchief done; nay, 
how he may acquire Good to himſelf by 
doing the greateſt Good to others. 

Now this it is plain muſt be done, not 
only by curbing all irregular Paſſions, but 
by raiſing the Mind up to the Knowledge 
and Deſire of doing the moſt amiable Deeds; 
and amiable every Deed muſt be to an in- 
telligent Being, in proportion to its Rea- 
ſonableneſs and Truth, for the ſake of that 
Beauty and Happineſs that muſt ever riſe | 
out of them. Aſk the Queſtion then, What 
in this World is moſt amiable? The An- 
ſwer is, As every thing in it is founded in | 


and Happineſs would ariſe thence, did Men 
conform their Actions thereto; it is plain 
our Actions mult derive all their Excellence 
from their Conformity to that primary 
Wiſdom in which all things are made, and 
by the Obſervation of which the right Or- ,, 
der of the whole is neceſſarily to be ſupport- tl 
ed; and this we ſhould underſtand ſo well, N 
and be ſo much in love with, as to prefer it 92 
to any preſent Advantage to ourſelves; we iſ na 
ſhould be able to reject and ſet aſide any ha 
thing that would interfere with it. To do ſo I er 
is rational in regard of ourſelves, and gene- hi, 
rous in regard of others; it is paying due q 
Reſpect 
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Reſpect to that Wiſdom in which all things 
are made, and to him in whom that Wil- 
dom reſides. It is acting ſo, that univerſal 


Good may be felt and enjoy'd by all. And 
therefore ſuch Behaviour is highly laudable, 


ſuppoſing it no more than common. But 
where it appears in a very eminent degree, 
there it is upon all theſe Accounts moſt 
beautiful, moſt admirable. A Prince by 
conducting an Army well, behaving in an 
Action with Wiſdom and Bravery, and ſuc- 
ceeding too, gains to himſelf much Glory. 
And as to his Conduct, his Wiſdom, his 
Courage, his Succeſs, that Glory is juſt. 
But ſuppoſe notwithſtanding theſe, he hath 
had no regard to the Rule above-mention'd, 
but by his Power and Influence in. the 
Councils of the Nation, had puſh'd this 
Affair on purpoſe that he might gain to 
himſelf that Glory : ſhould this Action be 
eſtimared by ſuch as have loſt Eaſe, Eſtate, 
Limb or Lite by it; to ſuch it muſt neceſ- 
ſarily appear a very bad Action. And to all 
others that ſuppoſe the Loſs of any of theſe 


their own Caſe, it muſt appear the ſame, 


Nothing therefore, without the ſtricteſt re- 
gard to this Rule, is ſufficient to denomi- 
nate a Man's Actions good. On the other 
hand, ſuppoſe the Prince has it in his Pow- 
er to reap the greateſt preſent Advantage to 
himſelf, but weighing all Circumſtances, 
ſhould poſtpone it to the Safety and voun 
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of others. He would not enter into an 
Action, tho' ſure to gain the greateſt Glory 
by it, becauſe he ſaw the Publick muſt ſuf- 
fer by it. This is Praiſe-worthy, as every 
one will allow. And when a Man hath 
wrought himſelf up to ſuch height, thar all 
his Actions are of this ſort : when over and 
above this, he is ſo bent, ſo fix d upon it, as 
not only to relinquiſh all the Glory upon 
Earth for its ſake, but can fairly yield him- 
ſelf up to the Malice and Cruelty of paſſio- 
nate Men, to be executed in the moſt bar- 
barous manner, ſuch Adherence to Publick 
Good, ſuch real Greatneſs of Soul, muſt 
certainly be very lovely in every Eye. 

It muſt be confeſſed great Things have 
been attempted and endured by Men, who 
had no other Inſtigation than their own 
Ambition. For the Paſſions of Men are 
very ſtrong. What is more: thoſe Actions 
have been celebrated as the higheſt Atchive- 
ments of human Nature. And beſides, they 
were done under the Pretence, and in the In 
Name of Publick Good. But did the Au- A 
thors thoroughly underſtand, and act up to lis 
this Rule ? or did they not? I dare ſay, you MW! 
will agree with me, they did not. Take fer 
from Pompey or Cæſar his own private Ad- ¶ ſuc 
vantage or Glory, and what will become of the 
your fine Soldier? Tell him how much it 


would contribute to the Preſ-rvation and Pre 


Happineſs of Thouſands, would he lay eic 
down 
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down his Arms and retire, and ſee whether 

he will comply or no. In ſhort, the Good 
of others was not what theſe Men contend- 
ed for. Nor whatever Conduct, Activity, 
Bravery, or Succeſs, appeared in their A- 
ctions, were thoſe Actions good. For no 
Actions can be good or laudable, but ſuch 
as promote the Good of others: ſuch as are 
entirely ſubmitred to this Rule: ſuch as a 
Man performs, not only when he may fair- 
ly acquire to himſelf Advantage and Ho- 
nour, by behaving himſelf well in the com- 
inon Cauſe : but much more ſuch, as when 
he renounces all Advantage or Honour to 
himſelf for the Benefit of others, or becauſe 
he could not find any Benefit would accrue 
to them from thoſe Actions. 

And as the Performance of ſuch Actions 
as theſe does not depend upon natural Cou- 
rage, Strength, Activity, or any other En- 
dowments either of Body or Mind, which 
Men have in eommon; but the Underſtand- 
ing muſt be raiſed, as to diſcern, and the 
Affections ſo regulated, as to chuſe and de- 
light in ſuch Excellence; ſo as to ſet aſide 
what might otherwiſe gratify a Man's pre- 
ſent Ambition: As the Performance of 
ſuch Actions (I ſay) depends entirely upon 
the Regularity of the Underſtanding and 
Will, it follows, that this Virtue mult be a 
Proof of the greateſt intellectual Perfe- 
ction and moral Improvement, And tho' 
D 2 Men, 
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Men, inſtigated by their Arabition, and en- 
abled by their Boldneſs, Activity, or Saga- 
city, have performed many Actions which 
have been much celebrated, yet for want of 
this Principle, for want of the ſtricteſt Re- 
gard to this Rule, thoſe Actions were very 
defective as to their real Virtue and Good- 

- neſs, and to Numbers of People injurious 
and pernicious. And thoſe only are truly 
laudable, which are entirely agreeable to 
this Rule. 

2. It is correſpondent to infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs to require this from ſuch of 
his Creatures as he hath endow'd with ſuit- 
able Faculties. | 
It is certain Men have not reaſoned nor 
acted in this manner, nor in general do now | 

. ſo. And if the Nature of Men is ſuch, that 
they did not, nor were likely to find it out, 
it ſeems highly agreeable to the Goodneſs of 
God that they ſhould be taught it, and re- 
quired, and, as far as poſſible, compelled to 
act accordingly. If they have done other- 

10410 wiſe, they have ſuffered for it. The Af- 

. fairs of the World have neither been con- fe 

1 . ducted with ſuch Regularity, nor with ſuch WG, 

wy" Beauty, as in this Caſe it is manifeſt they Mc, 

104 muſt have been. And what it is wiſe and th. 

8 good Men ſhould do, and be taught, and Nhe 

at required to do, a wiſe and good Governor up 

ih will demand. What is more: As ſuch as tru 

[hi will make a right Uſe of their os: 
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* and ſtudy to excel in the true Way, muſt 
1 by this means be raiſed up to a great height 
N of Virtue, we may infer, that God would 
f teach it for their Sakes. And that among 
N Men many Inſtances of great moral Im- 
* provement, many Examples of the moſt 
1 ſhining Merit, may be found. Whether 
ug, or no this Doctrine ſhall prevail over, and 
ly utterly deſtroy all irregular Power, Tyran- 
0 ny, and Ambition, before the End, is hard 

to ſay; tho' we are commanded to pray it 
IM may do ſo. It is certain this is what will 
of fil! the heavenly Stare with uninterrupted 
1t- BH Peace and Contentment, and give every one 


Satisfaction and Pleaſure in his Condition, 
For the more intelligent and perfect Crea- 
tures are, the leſs of this Weakneſs they 
muſt have; and if they are ſuch in a very 
high degree, even none at all. And there- 
fore as that State will conſiſt of ſuch, irre- 
gular Selfiſhneſs muſt be foreign, and op- 
poſite to the very Nature of it. And whe- 
ther this Doctrine is deſigned to run and 
prevail over this World or no, it is mani- 
feſtly agreeable to infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs to teach and enjoin it. 1. Be- 
cauſe it is eſſential, as has been ſhewn, to 
the Happineſs of Men in general. And, 2. 
Becauſe it is the only right way of raiſing 
up ſuch as are worthy and deſirous of it, to 
rue Excellence and Glory, 
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In the third place : To Minds rightly in- 
ſtructed and prepared, it is productive of 
the utmoſt Satisfaction, and the moſt ex- 
alted Pleaſure in this Life. 

If you enquire what the reaſon is we are 
generally ſo attach'd to preſent Intereſt or 
Honour, you will find it all Weakneſs at 
the bottom. It is becauſe we accuſtom our- 
ſelves to look no farther than the preſent 
State we are in, and to let our Affections 
looſe upon 'Things that are in the greateſt 
Repute there; and becauſe we ſee ſo many 
carried away, and triumphing in them, as 
their chief and ſupreme Good. But now, 
if theſe Things are not their ſupreme Good, 
this muſt be all Weakneſs and Miſconduct. 
That they cannot be that ſupreme Good, is 
plain, becauſe they laſt but for a little while, 
and are uncertain all that while; neither do 
they anſwer the prime End of our Being, 
And therefore Attachment to them is no- 
thing but Miſtake and Weakneſs. And iff 
ſo, it muſt be poſlible, nay eaſy, to raiſe 
our Underſtandings above them, and to 
make our Affections yield and conform to 
our Underſtandings. 

In the mean time ſomething muſt be ſub- 
ſtituted in their room. For Men muſt have 
Objects for ther Inſtincts and regular Paſ- 
ſions. And why they may not receive as 
much Pleaſure in gratifying them in a re- 

gular 
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cular as an irregular way, no Reaſon can be 
aſſigned. 

The thing to be proved is, that this Vir- 
tue, to a Mind rightly inſtructed and pre- 
pared, is productive of the utmoſt Satisfa- 
tion and the moſt refined Pleaſure even in 
this Life. Now, as far as I apprehend the 
Nature of the human Mind, its greateſt 
Pleaſure muſt ariſe from its Acquirement of 
the greateſt real Good, or from a Conſci- 
ouſneſs of being ſecure of that Good. And 
if the Practice of this Virtue be a moſt ſure 


way to obtain that Good, the greateſt Satiſ- 


faction and Pleaſure muſt be the Conſe- 
quence of it. 

All the time a Man does what is rational, 
he cannot but be pleaſed. Water is not 
more the proper Element of a Fiſh, than 
the Law of Right and Truth 1s natural and 
pleaſing to a Man that regulates his Paſſions 
as he ſhould do. Men cannot but approve 
ſuch Actions in the doing, and applaud 
themſelves for them afterward. And the 
brighter and ſtronger their Faculties are, and 
the more they give themſelves this way, the 
greater Pleaſure they will of courſe find in 
it, | 

But beſides the Pleaſures of the Under- 
ſtanding, and the inward Applauſe that ever 
attends the chuſing and perſiſting in what is 
good; when a Man conſiders himſelf as a 
Part of a World of rational Creatures, all 
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bound to act in the ſame manner, and to 
pay the moſt faithful Regard to that Rule, 
it muſt be very ſatisfactory to him to have 
acted accordingly. He muſt delight in it, 
as what he does muſt be approved by all 
that World of rational Creatures, of which 
he is a Member; and as by this means he 
performs his Part in reſpect of them as he 
mould do. 

He muſt be pleaſed with it, as it implies 
real Excellence, poſſeſſing itſelf of greater 
Good always in proportion to its Improve- 
ment. So far as a Creature is rational, it is 
poſſeſſed of ſo much real Good; and fo far 
as it improves herein, it gains {till more. 

And this is the Nature of all rational Beings, 

19 that uſe and improve their Talents as they 

* N ſhould do. They will grow in Wiſdom and 

1 Goodneſs for ever. They will advance in 

A the Knowledge and Love of Truth. And 

Me to have ſuch Knowledge, and to be ſo ena» 

11 mour'd of what is good, together with a 

00 Capacity to increaſe, and an Opportunity of 

1 increaſing them, is the proper Excellence 

10 } and Happineſs of ſuch Creatures. Theſe 

WG arte thoſe cternal Poſſeſſions, which he who 

. applies heartily, cannot fall ſhort of. And 

e therefore beſides the Advantages named be- 

| tore, if the human Mind is ſuch, that its 

0064 greateſt Pleaſure muſt ariſe from the Ac- 

quirement of the greateſt Good to itſelf, or 

| irom a Conſciouſneſs of having ſecured to 
| 
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itſelf that Good, it cannot but delight and 


I rejoice greatly herein. Let it be all Ambi- 
e tion, all Covetouſneſs, thus directed and re- 
1 gulated, it is ſure to find its Cravings an- 
WW ſwer d. In the common and ordinary way 
:h Men have Pleaſure indeed, but it is ſuch as 
he is below them, and owing to a weak At- 


tachment to Things they ought not to be 
attach'd to: whereas the Underſtanding be- 
ing thus raiſed up to its true Height and 
ter Dignity, thoſe Paſſions will play with more 


ve- Force, and produce Pleaſure every way 
18 worthy of their moſt eagar Purſuit. 

far If Dangers deſpiſed, Fatigue endured, 
"re. Difficulties ſurmounted, and great and he- 
95, roick Actions are afterward ſurvey'd with 
hey Pleafure ; ſuch Actions as theſe muſt cer- 
and tainly be ſo, For nothing can be ſo gene- 


rous or great, as, rather than violate or re- 
cede from what is ſtrictly true, to ſcorn 


chuſe to die with invincible Reſolution. If 
what is truly noble and worthy of Praiſe, 
is naturally agreeable and delightful to the 
regular, but ſtrong Ambition of a Man's 
Heart, ſuch Deeds muſt neceſſarily be ſo. 
But, 

Of all Conſiderations, there is none equal 
to this; that God, infinite in Power and 
Wiſdom, Truth and Goodneſs, is by this 
means render'd one's ſure Friend. If it is 
no ſmall Addition to the Succeſs of a wiſe 
General 


every Offer of preſent Advantage, . and to- 
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General to have ſerv'd under a good Prince, 
who will be ſure to reward him according 
to his Deſert; how much every Man, who 
rather than blemiſh his Integrity, ſhall reject 
the ſtrongeſt Temptations, and ſtand firm 
even unto Death, will have the Advantage, 
I need not ſay. 

Upon the whole: It is impoſſible the 
Mind of Man, ſuppoſing it duly inſtructed 
and prepar'd, ſhould not proceed ina Method 
wherein it is ſure to find ſo much Satisfa- 
ction and Pleaſure: whether you conſider it 
in itſelf, as it 1s rational; or as to others, to 
whom the utmoſt Regard is paid; or as to 


its own regular Paſſions acting upon a right 


and ſure Bottom, and meeting with much 
Gratification all the while; or as to the 
Beauty and Glory of the Actions themſelves; 
or as it is a ſure way of approving itſelf to 
God, and making a Part of, and ſharing in 
all the Privileges of a World of rational Be- 
ings, poſſeſſing themſelves of greater Good 
always in proportion to their Improvements, 
It is true, in Caſe of Perſecution for the 
Truth's ſake, in the Inſtant a Man is de- 
prived of what juſtly belongs to him, or is 
Executed, there can be no Pleaſure. But 
beſides that the greater his Sufterings are in 
ſo good a Cauſe, the greater muſt his Tri- 
umph be when they are over, we have rea- 
ſon to believe, nay, to be aſſured, that in 
all ſuch Difficulties God doth aſſiſt his Ser- 
vants 


Ge 
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vants in an extraordinary manner, by the 
Miniſtration of his Angels, or by the Com- 
munications of his Spirit. 

It is another undeniable Confirmation of 
the Truth of this Rule, that all the Hap- 
pineſs there is in the World, owes its Bein 
either directly to it, or to the falſe Appear- 
ance of it. 

In the Education of Youth, the firſt thing 
aim'd at is, their Uſefulneſs to the Publick. 
This Providence hath impoſed upon Man- 
kind, as what is neceſſary for the Support 
of the World. Therefore proper Occupa- 
tion, and Diligence in that Occupation, 
with other neceſſary Virtues, are what com- 
mon Senſe directs Men to. And then the 
only true Foundation of Diſtin&ion is, that 
that Perſon, or that Houſe ſo diſtinguiſh'd, 
at leaſt ſome of that Houſe, have been emi- 
nent in Virtue, that is, in promoting the 
Good of others. The ſame is true of all the 
Offices in Civil Life. To ſuch as fill them 
with Abilities, and Virtues anſwerable, we 
owe the beſt Part of what we enjoy. And 
how conſcious every Man is that he ought 
to do ſo, is plain from that Sollicitude we 
are all under to maintain a good publick 
Character, and when aſperſed, to clear our- 
ſelves. However falſe Men may be under 
Covert, their outward Pretences and Claims 
in this Reſpect are ever very ſtrong. They 
ſeem conſcious that to rob them of this, is 

ro 
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to rob them of every thing that is valuable. 
And their Paſſion would be much more 
warm and vehement, were not other things 
reputable: or did not all bow to Fortune, 
and think Vice very pardonable, and Inca- 
pacity no Crime in the Rich. But notwith- 
ſtanding there is ſuch Baſeneſs in the World, 
we cannot ſhake off this Regard to common 
Eſteem. Were not ſuch as in virtue of their 
great Wealth are almoſt out of the Reach 
of the Law, reſtrained by their Concern for 
this, how many bad Actions, that are now 
conceal'd with Care, would be done in the 
Face of the Sun? How many, that are in- 
duftriouſly avoided, would be every Hour 
and every where committed ? What are 
Harangues begun and ended with the Love 
of Country or of Mankind ? What are Mot- 
to's or Coats of Arms, but Declarations of 
the Senſe of Men in this Caſe? Indeed to 
ſuch as act accordingly, we owe the great- 
eſt Part of the Good we enjoy (as I obſer- 
ved.) And what cannot be aſcrib'd to them, 
may be aſcrib'd to ſuch as, tho' they have 
not the right Principle, are yet forc'd to be- 
have as tho' they had. For, for their own 

Sakes Men muſt appear well in the Eye of | 
the V/ orld, at leaſt they muſt keep out of 

common Dillike and Cenſure. And hence 
many great Conveniences ariſe; not only 
as this is a Guard, reſtraining them from 
things noxious, but as it muſt incite them 
0 
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e. to do many things of very great Advantage. 
re Thus a Man may keep a good Houſe, be 
85 the Author of great Benefactions, and even 
wt loſe his Life for his Country, whoſe Boſom 
1 was never once warm with this generous 
* Principle. And tho' there is no real Virtue 
d in this, yet the Publick have the Advantage 
on of it, and of all ſuch Actions, whatever 
eir Motives they proceed from. 

ch Now, if worldly Ambition is deſtructive 
Cap and pernicious, as has been ſhewn; if to 
als propoſe Publick Good, as the prime Mo- 
the tive of all our Actions, is reaſonable, natu- 
ws ral, and eſſential; if it is, or would be, of 


out the greateſt Advantage to the World that 
ard every Man ſhould do ſo, and yet of much 
greater Advantage to himſelf; if the pre- 


IN lent State of Things is juſtly condemn'd be- 
> of cauſe Men do not fo, and wants to be cor- 
| ro {M-<cted in this Reſpect, as well as in that of 
eat> Idol-worſbip; if every degree of true Worth 
ſer- is in the nature of things to be meaſur'd b 
em, ¶chis Rule; if according to this way of act- 
nave ing, no Part of the Community, or even of 
be- che World, could have reaſon to complain 
den of their Condition, but the whole muſt be 
e of Ia wiſe Scene of Being; if it is a Proof of 
t of the greateſt intellectual Perfection and mo- 
nce- ral Improvement, and agreeable to infinite 


Wiſdom and Goodneſs to require it from 
ſuch of his Creatures as he hath endow'd 
with ſuitable Faculties; if to Minds rightly 

in- 
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inſtructed and prepared it is productive of 


the utmoſt Satisfaction, and the moſt exalt- 
ed Pleaſure even in this Life; if whatever 
Happineſs there is in the World is owing 
either directly to it, or to the falſe Appear- 
ance of it, it is plain the Doctrine is per- 
fectly adapted to the Nature of Mankind, 
and to the Condition and Circumſtances of 
the World. And therefore as all the Incon- 
gruity and Miſery in this State is owing to 
the Weakneſs of Men, purſuing the Objects 
of their irregular Paſſions, and neglecting 
to improve their Reaſon, or to follow its 
Direction when improv'd, it was expedient 
and neceſſary it ſhould be taught and in- 
culcated with full Power and Authority, in 
order to rectify that Incongruity and Mi- 
ſery. 

And again: As even thoſe who ſeeking 
after the true Way with great Attention, 
thro' the great Degeneracy and Corruption 


of the World, would notwithſtanding that 


in all Probability be miſled, and not find 
that Way; and as it is plain this World was 
made for the ſake of ſuch, the ſame is true; 
and it is agreeable to the divine Goodneſs 
that this Doctrine ſhould be taught and in- 
culcated, that ſo as many as would might 
be led into the right Way, and thereby an- 
ſwer the prime End of the Creation. And, 
3. That ſo, tho' thro' the Miſcondu of 
Men this Rule has not been adhered to, * 
r00 
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f took place, nor perhaps ever will take place, 
- ſo as to produce the great and glorious Ef- 
r fects it muſt neceſſarily produce ſhould it 
g do ſo, yet a State there may be compoſed of 


r- ſuch Men, where it will have its full Effects. 
r- And that the Wiſdom of God may appear, 
d, and his creating this World may be ſeen to 


of have been for moſt excellent Purpoſes : 
n- when ſuch as attended duly to the End of 
to their Creation, ſhall be diſtinguiſh'd accord- 
&s ing to their moral Improvements, and ſhare 
ing in that State for ever. And when it will 


its appear manifeſt, that tho this State, thro- 


ent che Ambition of Men, was to the greateſt 
in- Part a wretched Scene, yet a moſt excel- 
lent Uſe hath been made of this, in that 
all who would ſeek after the right Way, 
have hereby been fitted for that State; and 


King ſuch as have ſignalized themſelves in the 
tion, manner mentioned, ſhall be rewarded ac- 
tion Ncordingly. 

that MW It is evident the Things of this World, 


and the World itſelf, muſt either have been 
from Eternity, or they muſt have created 
hemſelves, or they muſt have been created 
by ſome other Being. They cannot have 
deen from Eternity, without ſuppoſing 
hem ſelf- exiſtent; they cannot be ſelf. ex- 


find 
Was 
true; 
dneſs 
d in- 


ight 


an- tent, without being incapable of Change 
nd, r Alteration; they cannot be ſuppoſed in- 
& of Napable of Change or Alteration, except 
not hey have always been the ſame they now 
took I are, 
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are, without the Interpoſition of any Cauſe, 
and will continue the ſame they now are, 
without the Interpoſition of any Cauſe for 
ever. But Change and Alteration there has 
been, either produc'd by the Things them- 
ſelves, or by ſome external Cauſe. There- 
fore they cannot be ſelf-exiſtent. There- 
fore they cannot have been from Eternity. 

They could not create themſelves, be- 
cauſe to do ſo they muſt act before hey ex- 
iſted; and if they have neither exiſted from 
Eternity, nor could create themſelves, ſome- 
thing elſe muſt be the Author of their Ex- 
iſtence. 

For the ſame Reaſon that the World is 
not eternal, the Author of it, and of all 
Things created, muſt be ſo. For he muſt 
be ſelf-exiſtent, and whatever is beſides him- 
ſelf 1s derived from him. Nay, in him is 
Perfection ſtrictly ſo called. For nothing 
could limit ought in him. And if he is an 
intelligent Being, he muſt be ſo in an inf 
nite manner. And that he is intelligent i 
plain, becauſe Intelligence there is elſe- 
where. And beſides, he cannot but know 
all Things he created, or creates, and is eſ- 
ſentially preſent ro. Neither can he want 
Power, 2 or all Things depend upon him 
And therefore he can have no Motive to di 
any thing but what is wiſe and good ae 
Therefore he muſt be infinitely wiſe and i. 


good. 
Now 
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Now, agreeable to this infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of the Creator, muſt every 
thing he creates be, let it appear to us ever 
ſo ſtrange or unaccountable. And if Hap- 
pineſs is better than Miſery, infinite Wiſ- 
dom muſt prefer it and intend it; and 
therefore this World was made to be happy. 
And manifeſt it is, could Men, who are en- 
dow'd with proper Faculties, be prevail'd 
upon to poſtpone the Objects of their irre- 
gular Paſſions, and to purſue their own 
Good in the Method laid down, that Hap- 
pineſs would be procur'd, and a Scene there 
would be agreeable to the infinite Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of the Creator. And there- 
tore as it is demonſtrable that God intend- 
ed the World to be happy, and that he in- 
tended it to be happy in the manner men- 
toned is demonſtrable; ſo that this Do- 
ctrine is true, is evident even to Demon- 
ſtration. And tho' it cannot be demonſtra- 
ted that it came from God, the nature of 
the thing not admitting of it, without the 
divine Teſtimony of Miracles, yet from the 
Circumſtances of the World, the general 
Shortneſs and Neglect of human Under- 
ſtanding, ſtrong Attachment to Things pre- 
ſent, and violent Paſſion for worldly Ho- 
nours and Advantages, and the great Relu- 
ctance and Averſion of Men to think and 
act in this manner; from all theſe it is plain 


it muſt do ſo, and we can no more doubt of 
1 it, 
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it, than if it were capable of and wrought 
up to a moſt clear and eaſy Demonſtration. 

2. In the ſecond place: Let us conſider 
this Rale as it may be apply'd to every Con- 
dition, and to all the various Circumſtances 
in Life; and here we ſhall find, that tho' 
Men may poſſibly object to the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution in general, they cannot object to, 
but muſt neceſſarily comply with its Do- 
Erine. For if this is ſo adapted to the Na- 


ture of Mankind, that to be happy they 


muſt ſubmit to it, what Part can any Man 

retend to that rejects it? Diſlike it as he 
will, there is no avoiding, no getting looſe 
from | it, unleſs he is quite deſperate. What- 
ever his Condition, his Employment, or his 
Circumſtances are, he can neither do Ju- 
ſtice to himſelf nor others; he can neither 
be better for them, n nor for his. own Being, 
unleſs he falls in with it. For, 

1. Suppoſe he has little or no Fortune, | 
but yet hath been ſo educated, as by Care 
and Induſtry to earn a comfortable Liveli- 
hood to himſelf, at the {ame time that he is 
uſeful to others; if in this Caſe he had ra- 
ther be idle, ſpurns at Law and Providence, 
and will enter into any Meaſures to ſupport 
that irregular Courſe, he has reaſon to dif- 
like it. — But'if, conſidering the Part he is 
to act is aſſigned by Providence, and that it 
is his Duty to acquit himſelf well in it, he 
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ht or if that cannot be had, is ſupported and 
. cheriſhed by the Proſpect of an Hereafter; 
Jer in this Caſe he could have no Objection to 
nc it: for this is the very thing it aims at. 

8 If being a Perſon of Buſineſs, and in great 


| haſte to grow rich, he pays no regard to che 
_ Nature or Quality of the Means, it is pro- 
4. bable he will think it the beſt way to neg- 


Do- lect and flight it. But if, conſidering 
Na- himſelf a Member of Society, and bound to 
they ſuch Means as are conſiſtent with and pro- 
Man ductive of Publick Good, he endeavours by 
s he his virtuous Behaviour ſo to recommend 
looſe himſelf to the Eſteem of the World as to 


ſhat- 


proſper and flouriſh; or in caſe that cannot 


r his BY be done, preſerves his Integrity in view of a 
> Ju- happy Change, he can have no reaſon to 
either quarrel with it; for this is what it contends 
eg, Wl and provides for. 

| If being poſſeſſed of a plentiful Fortune, 
tune, inſtead of conſidering it as the Acquirement 
Care of Wiſdom and Virtue, and demanding the 
.ivell-W fame Diſcretion in the Uſe, others had in 
7 2 E procuring it, he has no regard to the Pub- 
ad ra- 


lick, but makes it adminiſter to idle Diver- 
ſions, Amuſements, or perhaps Debauche- 
ry, it is not likely he ſnould have any regard 
for it. But if his Study is how he ſhall 
make the beſt Figure in it, and do the great- 


s EnCce, 


pport 
o diſ- 
he 1s 


hat i eſt Service with it; if he is careful to raiſe 
t: he ¶ his Taſte, and to behave anſwerably to ſuch 
df it; Idea as a competent Judge would form of 

* E 2 a Perſon 
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a Perſon in that Condition, he could not 
poſſibly have any Averſion to it, being every 
way what it demands he ſhould be, and all 
of that Rank and Order ſhould be. 

It being highly diſtinguiſh'd by Birth, or 
by Honours conferr'd upon the real Virtue 
and ſignal Services of his Anceſtors, he is 
bimſelf of a contrary Stamp, and will turn 
ſuch Advantages into a Privilege to act in a 
lawleſs and pernicious manner, he can have 
no Inducement to value it. But if at- 
tentive to the true Riſe and Nature of ſuch iſ 
Advantages, he is induſtrious to cheriſh all 
thoſe Virtues and Excellencies, all that ge- 
nerous Deſire of promoting the Publick 
Weal, whence ſuch Diſtinctions ariſe, at 
the ſame time that his Mind is ſufficiently 
improved, and equal to that high Station, 
he can have no Pique againſt it, but muſt 
look upon it as a Rule of Life, raiſing Men 
up to what is laudable and great, beyond 
all the Philoſophy, all the Methods of 
Education that were ever taught or in- 
vented, 

If, being very ambitious and diligent to 
improve every Talent beſtow'd upon him, 
he is yet ſo ſelfiſh as to employ them not 
in the Publick Service, but to aggrandize 
himſelf by the Acquiſition of Power, Wealth, 
or Place, and when he hath acquired them, 
rejoices in them as ſuch, he can have no 
reaſon to be in love with it; for it allows of 
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no ſuch Behaviour. Bur if his Care is 
to direct his Ambition aright ; if he is an 
Inſtrument of much Benefit to others, 
whatever way his Abilities are employ'd in, 
as well as he receives the Reward of his Vir- 
tues to himſelf, he cannot but admire it for 
the mighty Advantages it adds to the moſt 
flouriſhing Condition; and in caſe that is 
not co be had, for the ample Amends ir 
propoſes to ſuch as perſiſt, notwithſtand- 
ing that, in the right way. 

If being endow'd with great Capacity, 
and entruſted with as great Power ; ſup- 
pole, for -Inſtance, the Command of an 
Army, that Power and Capacity are em- 
ploy'd and exerted in the Publick Service 
indeed, but all along with a treacherous, 
under-hand Deſign of engrofling all the 
Power and Wealth he can to himſelf, how- 
ever the Lives of Men are thrown away, 
the Peace of the Country is broken, and its 
Revenues impair'd; and if a Perſon of ſuch 
Boldneſs, Sagacity and Conduct, aſcribes it 
wholly to theſe, that he is what the World 
calls glorious, and treads upon it as an. 
empty Inſtitution, without examining into 
its true Merit, it is no Wonder at all. — 
But ſhould a Man of Capacity and Bravery, 
and entruſted with ſuch Power, attend to 
its End, and laying aſide all Thoughts of 
Advantage to himſelf, except what might 
be fairly obtained by ſerving his Country 
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faithfully; ſhould ſuch a one examine into 
it, and find that this is the very thing it de- 
mands, affording ſuch Motives and Encou- 
ragements for the Execution of it, ſuch 
Reward in Caſe of Succeſs, and ſuch Com- 
fort in cafe of unblameable Miſcarriage, as 
are there held forth, he could not poſſibly 
but embrace it with the greateſt Satiſ- 
faction. 

If a Man, after having employ'd his Ta- 
lents duly in the Acquirement of Know- 
ledge, is yet ſo paſſionately fond of himſelf, 
and ſo deſirous to excel in Strength of Parts 
and comprehenſive Learning, that all his 
Acqui ements, thro' vain Conceit and un- 
govern'd Ambition, are fo far from render- 
ing him the better Man, that in Truth no- 
thing can be more diſagreeable or inſuffter- 
able; or if meeting with Diſappointment, 
this moves him to employ his Talent in a 
malignant way; or if he bends his Mind, 
and exerciſes his Powers in ſuch things as 
gratify the Humours and Paſſions of Men, 
but are of no real Uſe, he can have no Un- 
derſtanding, no Taſte of it; nay, it is likely 
he will have a great and inveterate Prejudice 
againſt it. But if, ſtudious of good Li- 
terature, he is careful that his Temper be 
better d, and keep Pace with the Progreſs 
of his Underſtanding; if at the ſame time 
he is ſedulous to have right Ideas of the 
Relations and Duties in Life, he is no leſs 
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ſo to conduct himſelf accordingly; if he is 
intent upon Things of real Advantage to 
human Nature, ſuch as, being practiſed, 
would be of great Benefit to himſelf and 
others, he can have no Objection to it, but 
muſt find that it is that very thing which 
above all others he wants and deſires. 

If enjoying great worldly Proſperity, that 
Proſperity has an ill Effect upon his Mind, 
rendring him vain, inſolent, contemptuous, 
or otherwiſe diſagreeable, he may well de- 
ſpiſe it, for he underſtands it not. —— But 
it, laying aſide every thing that makes Su- 
periority diſagreeable, and Proſperity an 
Uneaſineſs to others, he ſtudies how his 
Temper and Behaviour may be ſuch, that 
others may have reaſon to rejoice in his Pro- 
ſperity; this is what it teaches, and with 
proper Application will inevitably beget in 
him. 

It inſtead of Pride, which ariſes from an 
ignorant and preſumptuous Opinion of a 
Man's own private Advantages and Excel- 
lencies, he is humble; or has ſo juſt a Senſe 
of what is truly excellent, as to be ſollici- 
tous how to make the beſt Uſe of his Ta- 
lents; to think all the Good he can do too 
little; and ſhould he be called to any ſevere 
Trial of his Virtue, rather to ſuſpect his 
Ability, and be deſirous to add to it than 
otherwiſe, this muſt pleaſe him; for it is 
agreeable to ſuch Creatures as Men are, that 
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they ſhould be of ſuch Diſpoſition ; and of 
- ſuch Diſpoſition this requires they ſhould 
be. And the more they advance in the 
Knowledge of it, of themſelves, and of the 
World, the more they mult be poſſeſſed of 
it, and of that real Excellence, that true 

Goodneſs, that muſt neceſſarily attend it. 
In a word: If an Underſtanding filled 
with true Knowledge, and poſſeſſing and 
enjoying the Bleſſings of Life in the moſt 
cautiful and perſect manner; if Happineſs 
ariting out of this, no way abridg'd or di- 
minith'd, but real, ſubſtantial, regular, pure, 
e unbounded, ſuch as is agreeable to infinite 
i Goodneſs ro give, and to the Soul of Man 
to receive, are better than hurtful Pleaſures, 
unprofitable Knowledge, and Happineſs that 
cannot laſt, it is impoſſible this ſhould not 
1 84 win him. For this is what it ſeeks in the 
| ji | moſt engaging and effectual manner. And 
lh, beſides, what makes this appear to have no 
1 4 les Evidence than that of Demonſtration, 
46% is, that if this is not ſo, if Man is not to be 
ll raiſed up into this State of Excellence, we 
fl Wb have nought elſe to fly to. It is not poſſible 
4 il to aſſign a Reaſon why God created the 
SOM. | World we live in. For without this there 
| Fl is nothing in it worthy of him, nor could 

| any thing be ſaid truly in Praiſe of Man. 
h | 3. In the third place: Take away all the 
Wh Fl Prejudices which ariſe from Emulation and 
0 ; ; Contention about the Things of this World, 
„ and 
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and how defirous ſhould we be of ſeeing 


human Nature in its proper State every 
where? What Pity any Part of it ſhould be 
loſt or abus'd? How grievous is it, that 
that which is capable of attaining ſo great 
Happineſs to itſelf, and of being ſo very ex- 
cellent in regard of others, ſhould be neg- 
lected ? What Shame it ſhould not be al- 
low'd all the Advantages for which it is fit- 
ted, and wrought up to that Perfection of 
which it is ſuſceptible? I am ſure we 
ſhould all think ſo, were we not perverted 
by wrong Impreſſions and irregular Paſſions. 
The near Affinity we bear to each other, 
the Aſſiſtance we are formed to afford each 
other, the Delight and Enjoyment we na- 
turally have in each other, are the Reaſons 

we love the Species, and cannot help it. 
And when, beſides this, we conſider what 
glorious Privileges are annex'd to the Being 
of every Man; chat he hath an immortal 
Spirit within him, capable of Contempla- 
tion, Wiſdom and Goodneſs; capable of 
reſembling God, and enjoying Happineſs 
ariſing from that Reſemblance, that is, the 
higheſt Good; we muſt think him highly 
dignity'd, and what we ought to pay the 
utmoſt Regard to. It is this adds ſuch 
Weight ro every Civil Office, and makes 
ihe Diſcharge of it of ſuch Importance. 
Human Nature! What Affection do we all 
bear to thee? It is not in Words to expreſs 
It. 
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it, Wouldſt thou know of what immenſe 
Value thou art! View thy Saviour upon the 
Croſs, bleeding and pouring out his Life for 
thy ſake. There only canit thou learn thine 
own Worth. 

Now, I ſay, what I fo greatly regard, fo 
ardently love, I can never do too much for. 
Nay, whatever I can do for it muſt redound 
upon myſelf with a Multiplicity of De- 
light. And therefore Actions of this kind 
are agreeable to us by Nature. Suppoſe, as 
has been demonitrated, the Good of Mil- 
lions of rational Creatures depends upon the 
right Progreſs of true Religion; and in or- 
der to effect this, it was neceſſary I ſhould, 
and my Happineſs that I could, act with 
ſuch Courage and Conduct, as with the 
Bleſſing of Heaven to gain a Victory over its 
Enemies. To have riſqu'd my Life in ſuch 
a Cauſe, to have behav'd myſelf with Wiſ- 
dom and Bravery, are in themſelves worthy 
of great Commendation. But to have been 
the Author of ſo much Good to ſuch a | 
Number of rational Creatures, has in it 
ſomething ſo inexpreſſibly great, and the 
Effects of it are ſo wonderfully pleaſing, 
my Thoughts are quite ſwallowed up in 
them. Fancy the Battel rages, Men drop 
down dead, and all is Havock ; at length, 
after a moſt warm Diſpute, the Enemy flies, 
the Day is won. You aſk, if the Remem- 
brance of ſuch an Action ſhall ever die? If 
anſwer, 
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anſwer, join'd to a Conſciouſneſs of the im- 
mediate real Virtue, the noble Event, the 
moſt happy Conſequences of that Event, it 
can never die. On theſe Accounts it will 
be ever dear to me. 

In like manner, when a Perſon of Genius 
| ariſes, whoſe eminent Virtue and Wiſdom 
have ſignalized themſelves in a noble Per- 
formance, of great Uſe to Mankind, how 
does he eclipſe all around him, and glitter 
in the Eyes of the World! What Man poſ- 
ſeſſed of the moſt immenſe Fortune, would 
not give it for ſuch real Glory! Who w 
not undertake the greateſt Difficulties, or 
endure the greateſt Hardſhips, to bera re- 
markable Inſtrument of that general Hap- 
pineſs, which is of the greateſt moment to 
all good Men, and ſo ſacred in the Eſteem 
of Heaven! Eſpecially to thoſe he regards 
and loves ſo much, and whoſe Regard and 
Love he ſets ſuch immenſe Value upon! 

Indeed, if you conſider what Conſcience 
and Sin is; why the Horrors of the one are 
10 intolerable, the Nature of the other fo 
odious, you will find it ariſes hence — that 
to have acted in a way pernicious to thoſe 
you ſhould have behav'd otherwiſe to, and 
to have had little or no Regard to the Wel- 
fare of Mankind, upon which God lays 
ſuch Streſs, is a Reflection not to be endu- 


red. 
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And this, one would think, ſhould not 
only prove the Truth of Chriſtianity, bur 
make all the World in love with it; ſeein 
it thus binds us all in the ſtrongeſt Fetters 
of Love, and makes the Advancement of 
the Good of others the moſt deſirable thing 
in the World, and the contrary the mot 
execrable. 

But the thing I urge hence is, That this 
Doctrine is not only true, does not only 
force itſelf upon a Man, if he would be of 
any Uſe to himſelf or others, but if he 
would act agreeably to himſelf, or to his 
own Nature, to his own Principles and Af— 
fections, it muſt be in this way, and no 


other. 
ſome Time before he underſtands and feels 


it. But after he does ſo, he cannot reſiſt it, 


And it will likewiſe convince him how con- 


It is true, a Man may potlibly be] 
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temptible the Love of the World for its own 


fake muſt be, and how neceſſary it is we 
ſhould be thus transformed, by the renew- 
ing of our Minds, if we would make a Part 
of i rational Creation now, or have any 
Share in a State of Glory hereafter. 
4. Could Men be prevail'd upon to think 
and a& in this manner, this would make 


way for every thing that is excellent. What 


is the reaſon that in many Countries the 
Populace are ſunk ſo low? that they have 
neither Learning, nor juſt Apprehenſions ol 


almoſt any thing at all? Is it not owing - 
the 
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the Pride and Selfiſhneſs of thoſe that are 
uppermoſt? and who think it politick and 
neceſſary to keep their Inferiors in Igno- 
rance? Whereas, ſuppoſe this laid aſide, 


not 
but 
ing 
ters 


; of and (as it ought to be) univerſally deteſted, 
ung and would not the Advantages of improving 
noſt in every thing of Uſe or Ornament become 
free? And would not the Scene of Life be 

this quite changed all the World over? And 
only might not this be done without any, even 
be of the leaſt Diminution to one or other? with- 
Ff he out leflening any Privilege or Prerogative 
o his whatever? Nay, on the contrary, would it 
d Af- not afford Men Opportunities of enjoying 
d no them in the moſt excellent manner? Juſt 
ly be Apprehenſions of the Nature of human Life 
feels would be fo far from unhinging it, that no- 
ſiſt it. BW thing could conduce more to the bringing 
con- ¶ it to its right State. The Prince would be 
ts own Wl happy, as acting the Part of a Prince he 
is we would have the Eſteem and Honour due to 
rene w- him. The Gentleman would be happy, as 
a Pari behaving himſelf as ſuch, he would be every 
ve an) where accordingly reſpected. Every Man 
would be happy in his Degree, as all due 

o think Regard would be paid to him, at the fame 
| make time that whatever tends to accommodate 
What Lite in any kind whatever, would enlighten, 


ies ne adorn, or ennoble it, muſt of courſe be ad- 
y hav mitted and cheriſhed. The upper Claſſes 
ſions aof Men would be wrought into the moſt 
ing w ſublime Characters. Every thing about 
the them 
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them would be equal to the Dignity of that 
high Station. The juſt Gradation, the re- 
gular Harmony of Life, would be every 
where underſtood and ſupported ; neither 
thoſe that are above, thinking meanly of 
their Inferiors; nor thoſe below, wanting 
due Reſpect for them. All would be per- 
fectly united, each Part contributing its Aſ- 
ſiſtance to others; pleaſed that while the 
whole is ſo beautiful and delightful, it 
ſhares in all the proper Advantages of it; 
it is no contemptible, no inglorious Part of 
it. 

And ſuch a Change, one would think, 
might very eaſily be effected. For it neither 
requires much Sagacity to /ce it, nor much 
Diſcipline to do it. A very ſmall Degree of 
Learning is ſufficient for it. Men of the 
meaneſt Capacity may be readily taught it; 
Men of Pleaſure find Delight in it; Men of 
different Tempers agree in it. It is only re- 
moving that Weakneſs of human Nature, 
that Attachment to Things preſent, which 
it generally contracts indeed, but which is 
by no means natural to it. It is only to ob- 
ſerve how Providence hath made us to do 
Good to one another, confining us in the 
Method of ſeeking our own Advantage, 
but not depriving or abridging us of any one 
thing. It is bidding us take right Meaſures, 
make a true Judgment of human Life, and 
to direct our Behaviour accordingly, his 

one, 
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done, be ambitious, and ſtrive to excel. You 
have every ones Conſent in it. And provi- 
ded you perform well, the greateſt Applauſe 
and the moſt noble Prize are your undoubt- 
ed Reward. | | 

5. Take this in, and whatever Honours 
or Advantages a Man has, they are truly 
reckon'd the Acquirements of Virtue, and 


real and ſubſtantial Bleſſings. Nothing that 


cannot alter the Nature of Things, can give 
a Sanction to ſuch Honours as are arbitra. 
rily or capriciouſly ſer up. Indeed where- 
ever this 1s the Caſe, nothing can be more 
contemptible than human Life. And yet 
let aſide this Principle, and this is the beſt 
that can be ſaid of it even in its greateſt 
Glory. On the contrary, how amiable is 
Proſperity when all Things that can con- 
{pire to raiſe and adorn it, whatever is po- 


lite or great, is fitted to give Eaſe or Plea- 


pure, to inſpire Delight, or ſtrike with 


Wonder; all outward Ornaments, which 
either the moſt improved, or the moſt hap- 
y Artiſts, or the utmoſt Power of Inven- 
ion could furniſh, are in the Hands of one 
ot only above them, but above all that the 


World affords! Take human Life in this 


ew, and nothing can be tnore beautiful ; 
which ſhews this muſt be the thing intend- 


d. And tho' it hath been a Scene, in which 


or the moſt part Men of the ſtrongeſt Paſ. 
ions have exerted themſelves moſt, and oft, 


if 
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if not generally, with the greateſt Succeſs 
a Scene, in which, according to the ſhort 
Views they take, they are intent upon the 
Objects of their Paſſions; yet it is plain 
they ought not to reſt here, but to raiſe 
their Minds to what is truly laudable. Be- 
cauſe no Happineſs, no Diſtinction in any 
other way is real, or of any Continuance 
worth naming. Whereas in this, every Pro- 
ficiency a Man makes, every Advantage he 
procures, every Excellence he is poſſeſſed 
of, are built upon a right Foundation, as 
they are agreeable to that Order in which Þ 
all Things are made, and to that Method] 
in which ſuch Excellence and Advantage 
are naturally to be ſought for. 

View the Chriſtian Doctrine in what 
Light you pleaſe; either as it is a Call upon 
us to do the Will of the Deity; or to learn iſ 
to think and act according to Truth; or to 
aim at the greateſt poſſible moral Perfe- 
ction; or to behave ſo, that both we and 
others may be as happy as the Nature and 
Circumſtances of this State will admit of; 
it is certain in all theſe Caſes it mult be true 


And here in the Caſe before us, if we deſire 
to excel, or to be diftinguiſh'd, a Way i p 
pointed out to us. It is indeed the Revere 
of what Men have generally deemed thx. 
right Way. But however it contradicts ther. 
Norions, and runs croſs to the Inclination gr 
of Men, it is certainly the right Way, and gu 
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there is no other. Nay more, it is ſo ex- 
cellent, does ſo much Honour to human 
Nature, and has ſo much Goodneſs in it, 
that methinks, were it poſſible it ſhould 
not be true, I would believe it fo. For be- 
ſides that ir ratifies all the Bleſſings of Life, 
when I confider myſelf as an immortal Spi- 
rit, placed here on purpoſe that I may be 
try'd how I will fit myſelf for the Society 
of thoſe, whoſe Perfection it is to ſee and 
love that Happineſs, which muſt ariſe from 
the Obſervation of Truth, univerſally 
ZW known and obey'd: When I conſider my- 
elf, I fay, as an immortal Spirit, plac'd in- 

deed upon this Globe, but withal in ſuch 
Circumſtances, that my Sphere of Action 
is eſſentially connected with, and a Part of 
that Law, is it poſſible I ſhould think any 
thing elſe in Life worthy of my utmoſt Care 
and Affection? When J conſider every 
Action I do, as it is agreeable to that Law, 
and what will upon that Score be imputed 
to me, and myſelf advancing forward by 
this means into a {till nearer Refemblance 
and Conformity to the Rules of that Socie- 
ty, where every thing that is right will take 
place, and whoſe Glory will ariſe out of the 
Rules of Wiſdom and Goodneſs inviolably 
kept: When I conſider a whole World of 
rational Creatures in their Progreſs to ſtill 
greater Degrees of Perfection, and diſtin- 
guiſhed into ſo many Claſſes, — to 
their 
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their preſent Attainments, what Pleaſure 
muſt I have in the Conſciouſneſs of ſuch 


Behaviour and Conduct, as is of a Piece 
with that of the moſt glorified Beings? And 


if over and above I have renounced the fair- 


eſt Offers, and ſuch Things as are univer- 


fally admired, and moſt paſſionately pur- Þ 
ſued by the generality of the Species, at the | 


Expence of their Virtue and Integrity, with | 


juſt Contempt, encountring the greateſt | 
Dangers and Difficulties, and ſubmitting Þ 
to the greateſt Hardſhips for its ſake : Sure- 
ly as I muſt be pleaſed with the Conſciouſ- 
neſs of having acted in ſo excellent a man- 
ner, I muſt ever love that Religion which 
could inſpire me with ſuch Sentiments, and 
be ready, not only to acknowledge it true, 


but deſirous above all things to be able to 
act up to it? | 

It is not only true, but what is moſt ex- 
cellent of all, the utmoſt Stretch of human 
Wiſdom and Penetration could, or at leaf: 
did attain to, that it takes in. Ir comes in 
molt opportunely to its Aſſiſtance, where 
it was maniteſtly in great want. It ſu pplie 
that want. And what is more, it compleats 
and finiſhes it beyond our Expectations, and 
equally to the utmoſt Extent of our De 
tires. 

That human Underſtanding, however im- 
proved, could not reach ſo far as to lay the 


utmoſt Streſs upon this Virtue or this Rule 
Þ 


r * — 2 
— r +380. om Fo. 9 # 
1 * 7 L I. wy 


| Py 2 A 


Saracter of the Goſpel. 


is what we don't ſay, tho' it is certain it ne- 
ver did ſo. However, for Trial's ſake, ſup- 
poſe it making its ſtrongeſt Efforts. What 
other Precepts can it give? What other 
Concluſions can it draw, than ſuch as ter- 
minate in Publick Good? And what do you 
include in that but Peace, Honour, Riches, 
Strength, Power, and whatever conduces 
in any kind to the Increaſe and Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Happineſs of that Nation ? 
And how are theſe to be procured, but by 
the Virtue of the inferior Part of that Com- 
munity, and the Virtue and Wiſdom of the 
ſuperior? Now, according to this Method, 
the greateſt Character in Civil Life muſt be 
compoſed of the greateſt Wiſdom to direct, 
the greateſt Benevolence to deſire, and the 
moſt undaunted Spirit to execute what will 
procure theſe Ends. And thus far human 
Underſtanding, without any farther Afiiſt- 
ance, no doubt did go. But there is ſtill 
another Difficulty to be got over. That 
Wiſdom, that Benevolence, that brave Spi- 
rit, may be perverted. By what Rule now 
will you guard againſt this grand Imperfe— 
ction, and the Miſchiefs of it? If you ſay, 
they mult be ſtript of the Love of all ſuch 
Things as could biaſs or corrupt them, this 
I conteſs is right, and what Plato, and after 
him Tully, have ſaid. And indeed this is ſo 
wondertully excellent, that in my Opinion 
it does more Honour to human Nature than 
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all the Performances of the greateſt Heroes. 
Nay, for this the Philoſophers can ſcarce be 
ſufficiently admired, as it ſhews the vaſt Ex- 
tent of human Penetration, and is thereby 


tuch an undeniable Argument of the Dig- 
nity of our Species. To act according to 


the Dictates of Reaſon; to keep the Cha- 


racter of a wiſe Man uniform, as Tully 
pleads, is certainly extremely beautiful, and 
carries Morality as far as it was poſſible hu- 
man Wit in thoſe Circumſtances ſhould 
carry it. But then you muſt conſider here, 
that theſe, however beautiful, would prove 
but weak Motives to a depraved Mind, un- 
der the ſtrongeſt Temptations. And beſides, 
how flat does the Heathen Writer fall, when 
you expect him to riſe and ſhine? And after 
he has taken away all preſent Advantage, 
what does he ſubſtitute in their room? It is 
certain this ſtrong Impulſe in the Mind of 
Man we call Ambition, was not planted 
there for no purpoſe. And therefore till you 
have ſubſtituted ſomething to gratify it, it 
is in vain to propoſe a Method which does 
not anſwer to the ſtrongeſt Principle; and 
when regular, the moſt noble Aﬀection of 
human Nature. Let the Philoſopher talk 
ever ſo well of his wiſe Man, Men will think 
it the wiſeſt way to gain all the Power and 
Glory they can, unleſs you can aſſure them 
of ſomewhat better. —— The Truth is, 
the firm Belief of a future Stare of Regu- 
larity 


egu- 
arily 
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larity and Glory, the ſure Perſuaſion that 
the main Advantage and Excellence of the 
preſent Life is, that it is an Opportunity at- 
forded to every Man of doing his Part ſo as 
to make it a Paſſage into a better, where 
Diſtinctions will be made upon a right Bot- 
tom, and in compariſon of which the great- 
eſt Figure a Man can make in this Scene is 
ſo inſignificant : This firm Belief, this ſure 
Perſuaſion, I ſay, is the ſole thing which can 
raiſe this Virtue to its full height, and ſup- 
port it with due Strength. And therefore, 
tho' the Heathens thould be allowed to have 
taught it as agreeable to Reaſon, yet they 
wanted Materials for its Support and En- 
couragement ; and were they now living, 
would be glad of Chriſtianity, as what fur- 
niſhes what they wanted, and is neceſſary 
to give the finiſhing Stroke to their own 
Reaſonings. And certainly then this mult 
be another undeniable Argument of the 
Truth and ſuperior Excellence of our Pro- 
femon, that it does not only equal and co- 
incide with the higheſt Improvements of 
human Reaſon, but puts even them into 
ſuch Situation, as would render them effe- 
tual to the procuring their End: It an- 
wers to all the regular Principles and Af- 
iections of human Nature, in ſhewing what 
that End is, how great, how glorious; it 
challenges its Author by the great Goodneſs 
very way propoſed by it; and it is incapa- 
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ble of greater Encouragements or more ad- 
vantageous Circumſtances than it is already 
1 fled of. 

In the Nature of Things to act other- 
wile i is pernicious, and muſt be the Deſtru- 
ction of ſuch as do ſo, To comply here- 
with is to gain every thing a Man can in rea- 
ſon propoſe or wiſh for. 

The molt abject, the moſt profligate Men 
feel in themſelves that Impulſe to Virtue 
and Glory the Creator planted in them, 
But inſtead of preparing the Mind with a 
22 Diſpoſition; inſtead of making 

ſe of every Aid to relieve its Weakneſs, 
and to favour its little Efforts; inſtead of 

leading 1t from one Aſcent to another, till 
its Views ſhould be ſo clear, its Prejudices 
vanquiſh'd, its Strength confirm d, that it 
migut be ſaid juſtly to be in the right Road 
to true Excellence; alas! they are ſoon di- 
verted. Attention (for it is irkſome) is laid 
«de; and the Mind, in the room of acqui— 
ring new Advantages, | is at a full Stand. In 
the mean time this Impulſe pleads its Wants, 
and chere is no reſiſting its Importunity. 
Nos 1t 1s certain, if right Notions are not 
formed and followed, falſe ones mult be fo; 
and the future Conduct and Behaviour of 
the Nan muſt be agrecable to thoſe Notions. 
The Mind mult be poſſeſſed either of real 
or 1maginary Excellencies, and cannot be 


faticfied without them. And where due 
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Care and proper Information are neglected, 
this latter muſt be the Caſe. 

Indeed this is the Source of all the Mi- 
ſery in human Life, and of all the abſurd 
Characters in it. The regular Improvement 
of the Underſtanding, by a true Knowledge 
of ourſelves, and of the Part we are to act 
in it, are ſo much neglected, we find ir is 
ſeldom Men act ſo as their Station and Con- 
dition demand. Nay, for the moſt part 
there is no manner of Affinity betwixt the 
one and the other. And yet ſuch is the 
Force and Blindneſs of Self- love, whatever 
is Praiſe-worthy each claims as his Due. 
Not that the greateſt Part was ever ſo hum- 
ble as to ſee they wanted it, or at the Pains 
to attain it, or to conſider how they might 
do ſo. But they are ſo confident they have 
it, no Praiſe can excced their Credulity, no 
Flattery can be ſo impertinent as to alarm 
them, no Truth reach their Heart, or come 
home to them. Whatever wrong or weak 
has obtain'd, is theirs, and theirs it muſt be, 
ſo long as they thall want Inclination to 
correct, and Inſight to diſcover its Weak- 
nels. And both theſe they will ever want., 
For they never call their Opinions to ac- 
count ; and if they did, they are ſo accu- 
ſtomed to make their Judgments follow 
their Inclinations and the Faſhions of the 
World, they could not diſcern their Faults. 
us they have little or no Concern for Pub- 
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lick Good, they have no Regard for Virtue, 
no Averſion to Vice. They conſider not, 
and therefore they know not what are the 
Advantages of the one, or the Miſchiefs of 
the other. And it is therefore that with 
Eaſe and Complacency they conſent to this 
or that as beſt ſuits their Convenience. And 
thus having abſolutely defeated all the no- 
ble Ends for which their Underſtanding was 
given them, they are doom'd thro' the reſt 
of their Lives to think perſiſtingly, and to 
value themſelves immenſely upon Things 
that have no real Exiſtence, rating both 
themſelves and the World about them, not 
according to their true Nature, but accord- 
ing to ſuch Opinions as they have pick'd 
up at random, 

And now, what a grand Inconvenience is 
this? when the wrong Notions Men have 
of Life are riveted, at the ſame time they 
are wrong! It is evident to Demonſtration, 
that beſides the other Ingredients requiſite 
in the Character of a Man of true Worth, 
to be able and willing to deny himſelf for 
the Good of others is eſſential. But alas! 
how few will you find of this Opinion, or 
that ever dream'd of it, or that can be 
brought over to it! Is it not monſtrous 
Men ſhould look no farther than the out- 
ward C:rcuraſtances, and that theſe, how- 
ever obta nd or erjoy'd, ſhould give a Man 
a better Figure in Life than a thouſand ge- 

nerous 
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nerous Actions! How ſurprizing is it to ſee 
the moſt ſelfiſh People generally the moſt 


ſucceſsful, and after that ador'd, in Contra- 


diction to this Rule! But what Wonder 
that ſuch as have forſaken and neglected the 
true Rationale of Lite, ſhould make a World 
of their own as crooked and deformed as 
their own ways of thinking ! What wonder 
that a Man whoſe Underſtanding is form'd 
upon this Model, tenacious of his Incon- 
gruities as the moſt ungovern'd Self-love 
could make him, and ſurrounded with 
Numbers of the fame Stamp, ſhould paſs 
through Life without knowing what is his 
chief Bulineſs in it, or what God requires 
at his Hands ! 

In the ſecond place: Every noble Princi- 
ple of human Nature is revers d. He ap- 
proves nothing but as it coincides with this 
Turn of his Mind. His Reaſon is dwindled 


into a moſt contemptible Craft to manage 
his private Points. The Love of Glory, in 


(elf ſo great, is Emulation in Power and 


| Greatneſs for their own ſakes. The noble 


Afturance which a Conſciouſneſs of his own 
Innocence ſhould inſpire, is the Impudence 
and Preſumption of Wealth uſurping the 
Place of Virtue. His Duty flows not from 
his Integrity or his Wiſdom, but from thoſe 
Neceſſities and Dependencies the greateſt 
Fortunes are ſubje& to, and which cannot 
be avoided, The Satisfaction he has, is = 
tna 
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that of his Conſcience, but of his Succeſs in 
the vain Purſuits he is in. His inward Ap- 
plauſe is not that he hath merited of others, 
but that he is more conſiderable in the Opi- 
nion of the World. He glories much in the 
Foundation he hath laid, the Proviſion he 
hath made for the Wealth and Greatneſs of 
his Family, leaving Virtue out of the Ac- 
count. He 1s generous, not in hazardin 
his own Intercſt, or exerting his Power for 
others, not in denying or abridging himſelf 
of any thing for their Sakes, but in the 
Show and Richneſs of his Entertainments, 
Ot which, tho' ſome have the Convenience, 
and himſelf the Praiſe, yet in truth there is 
no more Virtue in it, than in making one 
Paſſion, bad in itſelf, give place to another 
that is worſe. And yet, of all the noble 
Principles of human Nature, there is none 
to entirely ruined as that of Self-love, to 
which he is ſuch a Slave. For, 

34ly, He is not only annihilated, as to 
any true Underſtanding he can enjoy, or as 
to all the regular Principles and Affections 
of his Mind; but outwardly, every thing 
that concerns him is a Cheat. No Com- 
mendation that is given him is meant, or at 
leaſt true. No Profeſſion of Reſpect that is 
made him, except perhaps that of his Re- 
lations, is real or ſincere. Every Compli- 
ment that is paid him is a Lie. And every 


N 


Panegyrick that is writ upon him is a Mai 
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of Lies. In proportion, as he cleaves to, 
or deſerts the true Rules of Life, the World 
around him 1s a real Scene of Being and Ex- 
cellence, or mere Magick and Deluſion. 
All his Proſperity is nothing but a Shadow, 
as, if Fortune changes, he is ſure to find. 
For then the warm Friendſhip, the great 
Admiration, the high Opinion, the loud 
Praiſe, the ſingular Value, the fix d Devo- 
tion, fall flat on the Ground. 

And ſuppoſe this ſhould not happen, yet 
Life will ſoon be at an end. And then what 
hath the Gentleman done? What Part hath 
be ſuſtain'd? Why, by his Authority, his 
influence, his Example, his Figure, he hath 
ſupported not the Cauſe of Truth, but of 
the World, even againſt itſelf, And now at 


| laſt how 1s he rewarded for it? Of the vir- 
tuous Part of Men he made himſelf no 


Friends; and as to others, they have no 
Principle on which real Friendſhip, or any 
thing valuable, can be built. And therefore 


as to any thing he hath done to others, it 
| were as well he had not exiſted; as to any 


thing acquired to himſelf, fave a little fen- 
ſual Pleaſure and low Enjoyment, it were 
as well he had not exiſted; and as to the 
gratifying his Paſſions in the way he hath 
done, this is ten thouſand times worſe than 

no Exiſtence at all. 
In the mean time, hath not Providence 
o ordered, that, as it were on purpoſe to 
diſappoint 
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diſappoint the Pride of ſuch Men, not only 


all ourward Things ſhould prove falſe to 
their Hopes, but that their very Bodies 


' ſhould decay and become vile even while 


they live? Sad Spectacle ! when Men whoſe 
Hopes and Pleaſures reach'd no farther than 
the preſent Life, are ſinking under the In- 
frmities of Age, and the World, whatever 
it is to the young and luſty, has done court- 
ing their Company; with what heart can 
they look upon their Bloom waſted, their 
Features ſunk and chang'd, and their Wrin- 
kles enlarging, and every Hope, Joy, Gra- 
tification and Confidence gone! Diſmal 
State! when a Man thus ſurvives himſelf, 
is bankrupt, and deſerted of all that is good, 
both in regard of his Body and Mind, him- 
ſelf and others, this World, and the next! 
On the contrary, let this Rule prevail, 
and be the Standard of Education, and eve- 
ry Miſchief of this kind 1s prevented, every 
Want is ſupplied. It anſwers to every Pur- 
pole in Lite, reconciles all Difficulties, re- 
moves all Inconveniences, and makes every 
thing what it ſhould be. It fills every Heart 
with the utmoſt Benevolence towards others, 
and this gives it Satisfaction in its own E 
ſtate: For who would not eſteem and ho- 
nour, who would not deſire the greateſt 
Bleſſings might befal, and the greateſt Glo- 
ry might be conferred on him, who the) 
are ſure has ſo great Value for themſelves 


ha 
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ho would not wiſh the greateſt, wiſeſt, 
# richeſt and happieſt of Men might be till 
more ſo, provided there were nothing but 
© what is deſirable and amiable in them? 
Who would repine at his own Lot, if it 
neither expos'd him to the Scorn or Neglect 
of others, as in this Caſe it could not? And 
as to thoſe of the greateſt Rank, and of the 
| beſt Condition, does not this ſer all the Bleſ- 
ſings they enjoy upon a right Bottom? does 
it not lay a right Foundation of Eſteem in 
the Man himſelf, and give him an undeni- 
able Claim to Regard, to Veneration ? ls he 
not happy in an Underſtanding that cannot 
if ccceive him? in Conduct that muſt end 
d, ell? in his preſent Confidences, Acquiſi- 
ons and Enjoyments? in his Expectations 
et what is to come? in the Reputation he 
il, geſerves? in the Glory he is ſure of? in that 
e- Earneſt of the divine Favour he has, in that 
ry inmenſity of Good that muſt be the Con- 
ur- i<quence of it? And is it not eaſy to ob- 
ſerve, that as it was foretold when Chriſt 
came, univerſal Peace and Righteouſneſs 
ſhould take place, fo that that Peace and 
Righteouſneſs are the natural Effects of this 
recept? Let every Man make it the Rule 
ok his Actions, and the chief Object of his 
Deſires: Let it take among Men of all 
Ranks and Degrees: Let all Inclinations be 
urned upon it, all Characters be ſuited to 
Let it be inſtilled early, and cheriſhed 

2 effectually: 
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eff ctually: Let the Man of Pleaſure pro- 
pole it as his greateſt Pleaſure, and the Am- 
bitious chuſe it for the Road in which he is 
to excel: Let the Artful contrive, the In- 
duſtrious urge it: And then ſball the Walf 
dwell with the Lamb, and the Leopard lie 
down with the Kid: And the Calf and the 
young Lion and Fatling together, and a littl 
Child fhall lead them. And the Cow and tive 
Bear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall lie doun 
together. And the Lion ſhall eat Straw lite 
the Ox. And the ſucking Child ſhall play m 
the Hole of the Aſp, and the weaned Chili 

all put his Hand on the Cockatrice Den, 
Ifaiah xi. 6. Whatever the Poets have faid 
of a golden Age paſt, or the Prophets d Re 
one to come, whether they meant there WF ch, 
would actually be ſuch in this World, 0 mi 
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that it would be the neceſſary Reſult of the ¶ der 


Chriſtian Doctrine, though not to be com- 01; 

leated till the Renewal of Things, would Ml the 
then, allowing only for their manner of E thar 
preſſion, be plainly ſeen. In a word: LF chat 
Men ceaſe to monopolize ; or if they mult WM com 
monopolize, let it be in this Method. LM of c 
them ſeek the Good of others antecedent)! ¶ Secu 
to their own. Let them croud as much other 
their Time, their Subſtance, and whateve WM ſuch 
they have, into this one grand Article: L muſt 


them learn to delight and rejoice in it, a An 
all this is effected. tentio 
8. Anotheſ Gd 1 
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8. Another invincible Argument of the 
Truth of this is, that it gives us not only 
the moſt exalted Idea of that Excellence to 
which human Nature is capable of being 
raiſed, but of the Goodneſs of God, who to 
Knowledge, Honour, Eſtate, Virtue, Af- 
tection of Friends, Proſperity, Greatneſs, 
and whatever tends to enhance the Value of 
this Life, hath added this; that upon a right 
Uſe of them, they are no more than Types 
of the like, but much greater Things to 
come. They are no more than Means, put 
into our Hands of procuring the Subſtance 
itſelf; that is, a glorious Immortality. And 
tho' we do not ſee the preſent Life in ſuch 
Regularity as 1t ſeems capable of, yer is 
there a moſt wiſe Purpoſe even in the Per- 


| miſſion of its preſent Confuſion and Diſor- 
der, in that it is a Place in which the virtu- 


ous Mind, zealous of good Works, and of 
the moſt generous Actions, will be fitted to 


ſhare in, and make a diſtinguiſh'd Part of 


| that Society, whoſe Rules and Laws ſhall 


comport perfectly with the moral Attributes 
of God, be an immovable Foundation and 
decurity of their Agreement with each 
other, and render it ſuch as it ſhould be, and 
ſuch as the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
mult delire it ſhould be. 

And as this Scheme is ſo noble, the In- 
ent ion ſo great and good, we may conclude 
dad would not leave it to the Turpe & Ho- 

neſtunm 
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= neſtum of a few Philoſophers, but ordain a 
0 Method on purpoſe to ſet it off in its full 
| Majeſty and Glory. As there is ſo much In- 


firmity, ſo much Mixture and Allay in the 


* * = 


i braveſt Actions and the fineſt Characters of 
=_ Men, he hath ſet them all aſide, as ſcarce 
9 worthy our Regard, turning our Eyes to 
0 him who taught this Doctrine, and was an 
| Example of it both in his Life and Death. 

Thus binding us to an Imitation of what 
would beget in us intellectual Perfection 
\ || and moral Improvement, according to our 
7 Endeavours, and in conſequence of that, 
| a Capacity and Fitneſs to enjoy that true 
Glory and Immortality for which we were 
created and intended. Bur, 

2dly, If you aſk now in what particular 
=_ Inſtances the Chriſtian Doctrine excels all 
| other Doctrine? and why it is called a d- 
_ vine Syſtem of Morality ? the Anſwer 1s, 
| becauſe it preſcribes a better Method for 
= the Conduct of human Life than any othe! 
Doctrine ever did or could do. 

In the firſt place: Thoſe Rules of natv- 
ral Religion, which before were not right! 
' diſcovered, nor likely to be ſo, are here de- 

livered in the cleareſt, and enforced in tt 

ftrongeſt manner. 

In the ſecond : Such Particulars are ii 
fiſted on as anſwer that Character, and att 
ſuch as human Nature could not have dif 
covered. 
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As from Truth univerſally obey'd all . 
cial Happineſs muſt ariſe, ſo in this dege- 
nerate State to bear witneſs to it, to pro- 
mote it, or the Prevalence of it, to renounce 
or endure any thing if neceſſary for its fake, 
is manifeſtly according to the Nature of 
Things, according to the Condition of this 
World, according to the apparent End and 
Deſign of the Creation, the higheſt Inſtance 
of true Wiſdom and Virtue, and conſequent- 
ly that Province in which every Man ſhould 
ſtudy to excel. 


And as Chriſt dying upon the Croſs gave 


us a perfect Pattern of that Wiſdom and 
8 Virtue, enhanc'd by various other Circum- 
| ſtances of Mercy and Goodneſs, ſo this is 
what we oughr to ſet before us in the room 


of ſuch heroick Acts, as, tho' celebrated by 


the greateſt Artiſts, had yet little or no real 
Merit in them. 


And that this is undoubtedly more than 


what any Philoſopher ever did, or, without 


the help of Revelation, ever could reach up 
to, is plain; becauſe, tho' both Poets and 
Philoſophers have given us fine Draughts, 
Characters and Examples, yet none of theſe 
are ſufficient, in that (beſides other notori- 


ous Blots) they have not laid Streſs upon 


luch Rules as are principally and eſſentially 

to be infiſted on. 
2, This Rule is every way compleat and 
perfect, Would you know how Nations 
G ſhould 
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| ſhould behave to each other? how Govern- 
| ment ſhould be exerciſed? how every Per- 
it ſon in every Station and Capacity ſhould 
J demean? by what Principles we ſhould be 
| jj guided, what End we ſhould propoſe, and 
* in what Method we are to proceed, ſo that 
J univerſal Order and Happineſs may be pro- 
th cur'd? The Rule is here. For did Men act 
i upon that Principle, propoſe that End, and 
proceed in that Method which is preſcrib'd 
here, that Order and Happineſs muſt inevi- 
| tably enſue. : 
[| As the Heathen Philoſophers, retiring 
1 from the World, and living like Diogenes 
* evidently miſtook the Nature of human 
| Life; ſo the preſent World being condemn- 
| ed by our Lord, many have thence fallen 
| into as great Miſtakes in the ſame way, 
This is the Caſe of Monks, Eraſtians, Qua- 
kers, Republicans, and new Modellers of 
Government. Others have thought them- 
1 ſelves authorized by the Goſpel to introduce 
1 ſuch Form of Government as they imagin'd 
was agrecable to its peculiar Nature and 
Deſign. Such were Fifth-monarchy Men, 
þ Levellers, and Anabaptiſts. It is certai 
| the End of the Goſpel is the Happineſs o 
| Men, to be procured by the Eſtabliſhment 
| of every thing chat is right; or by obliging 
| Men to act according to the true Nature 0p; - 
" Things. If this be true, it muſt follow, that 
if all ſuch Government, Civil or Eccleſiaſtics, 
= 1 1 all 
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all ſuch Order or Diſtinction, all ſuch Ac- 
uirement, or Uſe of the Advantages and 
Bleſſings of Life, as coincide with, and are 
| productive of that End, are right. On the 
ether hand, all ſuch Power, Honour or Ad- 
vantage, as is not acquired or uicd in a way 
& agreeable to that End, is the thing con- 
demned. So that theſe Men were mau ifeſt- 
ly miſtaken in the Intention of the Coſpel. 
Which propoſing a right Rule, and con- 
demning the World for acting otherwiſe, 
ſtill leaves Men to their Freedom, referring 
| them to the Conſequences of their own 
Choice and Conduct, and offering great 
Rewards to ſuch as keep to that Rule, 
| notwithſtanding all preſent Diſadvantages. 
However, as theſe Men, tho' miſtaken, yet 
| thought ſomewhat there muſt be peculiar 
to the Goſpel, which they aim'd at; and as 
| have already ſhewn what that is; it can- 
not but be of uſe here to ſhew what thoſe 
Principles are which are neceſſary and eſſen- 
tial to the ſecuring it, and the Conſequences 
| of it. 
Now the particular Method preſcribed 
acre is, that every Man ſhould ſcek the Good 
of others antecedently to his own, And it is 
Plain that all deſpotick Power or Tyranny 
es directly contrary to this Rule. —— His 
Principle therefore uuf he to approve and 
contend for ſuch Government as is 4gree- 
e to that Rule or Method, and to the End 
G 2 pro- 
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propoſed by it. And as there are certain 


Rights and Privileges belonging to Subjects 
that cannot be infringed ; certain Bounds, 
beyond which the Power of Governors can- 
not reach, without diſappointing that End; 
and certain Prerogatives belonging to the 
Governor, without which ſuch Power could 
not ſubſiſt, but where all are on all Sides 
duly kept, the End is anſwered ; which is 
the true Notion of Government. His Prin- 
ciple is to contend for ſuch, in oppoſition 
to thoſe who for ſelfiſh Views are given to 
change, or to thoſe who prepoſterouſly abet 
any one Form of Government, ſeparate from 
and independent of the original Deſign of 
all Government whatever. 

In regard of Religion ; as there are great 
Obſtructions to it, either when worldly 
Ends are purſued under the Maſk of it, or 
ignorant Men pretend to be Directors about 
it; his Principle is to contend for ſuch Form 
of Government as will beſt ſecure the De- 
ſign of it. And as all Methods are liable to 
Abuſe, he will be attach'd to none, except 
that which was appointed by the Apoſtle: 
themſelves. That is: that ſuch as being re- 
gularly ordain'd, prepar'd with proper Qui 
lifications, and eminent for their Charity, 
Humility, Self-denial, and Contempt of the 
World, ſhould preſide, as who are beſt fi- 
ted to ſecure the Intereſt and Succeſs of the 


Goſpel; there being in this Caſe no Temp- 
tation 
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tation either from within or without to 
ſhrink, or to yield to any thing that might 
betray or obſtruct it. 

And fince this Method, ſo effectual in irt- 
ſelf, thro' the want of that primitive Spirit 
has fail'd, and ſuch Power and Honour has 
been the Butt of worldly Ambition, and the 
Cauſe of much dark Intrigue and Wicked- 
neſs; his Principle is to approve what is 
moſt effectual in the preſent Circumſtances 
of the World, meaſuring and valuing it by 
its Aptneſs to procure the End of the Goſpel, 
always reckoning that that primitive Form, 
where it may be had, is certainly to be pre- 
terred ; nay, is the only true one. Again, 

Since Arts and Sciences are, notwith- 


Adanding the ſupernatural Aid of reveal'd 
| Religion, of great Uſe, and neceſſary — his 
Deſire is theſe ſhould be encouraged and 
ſupported: But as the Directions contain'd 
in the holy Writings are the only true Me- 
thod of conſulting the Good of Mankind 
| eftetually, theſe he judges ought above all 


things to be early and inceſſantly inculca- 


ted. 


In regard of Life; ſince the eager De- 
bre of the Advantages of it drives Men to 
Irregular Means, whence Confuſion and 
Miſery, inſomuch that ſome have thought 
ſuch Advantages were not to be purſu'd — 
his Principle is, not to overlook ſuch Ad- 
zantages, as Things forbidden; but to pur- 
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ſue them in a right way; to rate them ſo, 
as in caſe they cannot be procured in that 
way, to ſubmit and acquieſce; to eſteem 
them in others when procur'd to, Bleſſings; 
or otherwiſe, a Part of that World which 
is Enmity with Cod. 

And fince the Deſign of the Goſpel has 
been, and is evaded, by ſo ordering that the 
People ſhould not fee how all worldly In- 
tereſt, Power and Grandeur are diſcarded, 
and in wnat manner a Change is propoſed 
to be miude: his Defire is all Men ſhould IM ; 
thoroug;.ly underſtand how all ſuch Inte- o 
reſt, Power and Grandeur are diſcarded: a 
And that, not by pulling down or levelling MW i! 
the Orders and Diſtinctions of Men, not by uU 
confounding their juſt Rights and Privile- c 
ges: but by thewing that all Power, Inte- 
reſt or Honour acquir'd or enjoy'd in a way 
independent of, or contrary to the Good ot 
others, is pernicious: wWhilſt every private 
Advancement in a way productive of that, 
1s pei fectly agrecable to Nature, and to the 
Detign ot the Goſpel. And, 

Since through the great Prejudices and 
ſtrong Attachments of Men to their ow! 
Opinions, Miſtakes are cheriſhed and de- 
fended, and the Light of the Goſpel is great- 
ly impair'd, and in ſome Places quite hid: 
— his Method is, to ſtrive to attain to the 
utmoſt Diſintereſtedneſs, to ſearch the Scti- 


ptures for their genuine, pure Senſe; to _ 
all 
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all Men, in conſideration of their Infirmi- 
ties, with Forbearance and Kindneſs; and 
to win them to the Knowledge of their own 
Intereſt in ſpite of Oppoſition, or the worſt 
Uſage even from themſelves. 

Above all, as all Men are defirous of fig- 
nalizing themſelves in one way or other: — 
his Judgment is, that this noble Impulſe of 
the Mind ſhould be indulged ; but in ſuch 
manner as has been mentioned : He would 
have every Man fo cheriſh it, as to be ready 
to lay down his Life for the Truth's fake ; 
or, for the Good of Mankind, to be ſought 
and procured in the Method laid down in 
the Goſpel; or by a perfect, effectual, and 
univerſal Knowledge and Obſervation of 


chat Method which is preſcribed by it. 


Whatever Creeds, or Articles of Faith, 
may be neceſſary for the avoiding of Urror ; 


it is certain Men ought to be thoroughly in- 
ſtructed in Principles immediately relating 
to their own Conduct, eſpecially in Things 


upon which the Good of the World, or the 


ducceſs of the Goſpel do eſſentially depend. 


Particularly ; as Ambition is the ſtrongeſt 
Spring of human Actions, and when cxerted 
aright produces the moſt noble Effects, both 
to the Perſons themſelves and to others, and 
when neglected is as miſchievous, great 
Streſs ought to be laid upon it. This can 
never be done, unleſs we have the moſt clear 
Ideas of what is or is not exc2licat; and 
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how far and in what manner every Perſon 
may ſatisfy himſelf about it. It is plain 
0 Chriſtianity propoſes a peculiar Method 
| both of judging what is ſo, and of the way 
to attain it. And were our Principles every 
where agreeable, there would be ſo clear, fo 
j neceſſary a Connexion betwixt them and 
| general Happineſs; they would appear fo 
manifeſtly true and excellent, and produ- 
ctive of ſuch great and glorious Effects, that 
no Man could poſſibly reject them. And 
not only ſo, but all who are in the leaſt de- 
ſirous of knowing the Trutb, notwithſtand- 
ing even very ſtrong Prejudices muſt of ne- 
ceſſity unite and center in them. 

How much this muſt ſtrengthen the 
Cauſe of true Religion, by uniting and com- 
pacting the Proteſtants together ; how their 
little Differences about Matters of no mo- 
ment would be ſwallowed up in the apps 


rent Excellence and Certainty of ſuch Prin- i 

g ciples; how all that could be tempted o t 
Wt examine them, would find a ſtrong Invita- v 
10 tion to ſuſpect their Prejudices, and lay aſide ii 
their Enmity, tho' bred in a quite different WW ir 


10 way; how even they that are the moſt di WW ſa 
4 ſtant from them, muſt be forc'd, thro' their ce 
þ Prevalence, to drop their Obſtinacy, and pe 
conform, convinc'd there is no other true co 
ay Method of acquiring Reputation or Intereſt WW as 
| to themſelves; nay, how the very looſeſt N of 
l Men would be obliged to behave ſo, : cu 
| WO 
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would be of Advantage to the Publick, 
knowing how much theſe Things are rivet- 
ed into the Hearts and Affections, and in- 
ſiſted on by ſuch Numbers of Men of the 
beſt Senſe and judgment, of the moſt ſted- 
dy and immovable Adherence and Attach- 
ment to the common Good of Mankind, in 
oppoſition to ſuch narrow and weak No- 
tions as have hitherto prevail'd, I need not 
ſapy. 
* A a word: Inſtead of worſhipping Idols, 
to worſhip the true God in the Beauty of 
Holineſs; inſtead of ſuch Powers and Pre- 
rogatives as are utterly pernicious to Gover- 
nors as well as Subjects, to make choice of 
E ſuch, as, all things conſider'd, will anſwer 
every wiſe Purpoſe to both; inſtead of falſe 
{ Notions of Honour, to ſubſtitute ſuch as 
will turn to the greateſt Account, not onl 
to others, but to the Poſſeſſors themſelves ; 
| inſtead of wicked Ways of raiſing Fortunes, 
to admit none but ſuch as are conſiſtent 
with and productive of the Publick Weal ; 
| inſtead of ſuch Knowledge as is uſeleſs, to 
inſiſt upon ſuch as is beneficial and neceſ- 
lary; inſtead of ſuch Actions as, tho' ac- 
company'd with Fame and Glory, may be 
perform'd by the worſt Men upon the moſt 
contemptible Motives, to look at ſuch only 
4s beſpeak true Greatneſs of Soul; inſtead 
of falſe Meaſures, to chuſe ſuch as will ſe- 
cure to all Men their juſt Rights, both in 
regard 
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regard of their preſent and future Being; 
are ſuch Things as no Man of /e leaſt Senſe 
or Ingenuity can oppoſe or withſtand. 

It 1s true, as ſoon as the true Spirit of 
Chriſtianity was gone, and Men were re- 
lapſed into their old Purſuits, ſomething 
muſt be found out wherewith to pleaſe and 
amuſe the World. And as to ſuch as em- 
brace the Faith, Immunity and Pardon for 
Crimes paſt and repented of (provided the 
main Terms are kept up to) are hereby pro- 
cured; a Right to an Inheritance in a State 
of Regularity and Glory, and Power to 
preach the Goſpel in defiance of al! Oppo- 
fition, with full Aſſurance of Triumph to 
ſuch as perſevere, are granted; fo theſe, as 
the grand Privileges of this new Diſpenſa- 
tion, were inſiſted on. And afterwards fo 
dreſs'd up, as to favour and carry on the vi- 
leſt Impoſtures. And thus the moſt ſur— 
prizing Policy and Wickedneſs, to raiſe, 
not the Power of the Church, but of the 
baſeſt Hypocrites to the greateſt height, has 
been continued ſucceflively for ſome Hun- 
dreds of Years. On the contrary, had Chri- 
ſtianity, from its firſt Plantation, been ever 
conſider'd as an Inſtitution intended to de- 
ſtroy, not only Idolatry, but all other falſe 
Methods of acquiring or uſing Power, In- 
tereſt, or Glory; had equal Pains been ta- 
ken to repreſent its effential Points in the 
beſt Light; had it been ſhewn how _ 
an 
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and in what manner it excels all other Doĩ-—- 


ctrine; is fitted and adapted to procure the 
Good of all Men; points out the only right 
way to true Excellence; and that no Cha- 
racers truly good can be raiſed upon any 
other Priaciples, or in any other Method, 
than ſuch as are preſcribed by it, and pecu- 
liar to it; and how it may be apply'd to all 
Conditions and Circumſtances with the 
greateſt Advantage; not only all the diſmal 
Effects of Ambition and Tyranny had been 


avoided, but every Man living muſt have 
been greatly befriended by it. Whatever 


tends to deprave the Minds of Men in any 


kind, or to ſubvert the Happineſs of the 
Publick, had been baniſh'd ; and whatever 
| tends to increaſe that, had been eſtabliſh'd, 
being publickly and effectually taught, clear- 
| ly apprehended, and thoroughly adher'd to, 
| by almoſt all Men, but eſpecially thoſe of 
| the greateſt Capacity, and the moſt gene- 
| rous Natures, But, 


3. New Diſcoveries and fine Inventions 


| are ever well received; for they coincide 


| with the Frailty of Men. Hence the World 


hath been all along mightily amus'd with 
the Noiſe and Fame of Philoſophy : moſt 
ot which when examined was little better 
than the Cobwebs of Men very ill employ'd. 
Nay, this Frailty is the reaſon the greateſt 
Part of Chriſtians have been enſlav'd to 
Doctrines the reverſe of true Chriſtianity, 

not= 
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notwithſtanding all the Improvements in 
other Reſpects made, the Schools, Univer- 
ſities, and other Means of Education ſet up, 
and all the Titles of Wiſdom and Glory 
conferred upon ſuch Numbers of Men. For 
Ages we ſee how Men could conſent to act 
in the ſame moſt flagitious Hypocriſy in 
the Roman See. And of others, how few 
have been faſhioned according to the true 
primitive Pattern? From theſe, and many 
other Inſtances, it 1s plain this great Atrach- 
ment to preſent Advantage, is that Impo- 
tence in Man to do any thing that is good. 
It is certainly the Source of all the Corrup- 
tion and Wickedneſs in human Life. And 
inſtead of being rectified by the Chriſtian 
Religion, as was intended, it hath rather 
prevailed againſt it, to the great and un- 
ſpeakable Detriment of Mankind. To live 
ſo as to contribute as much as poſſible to 
the Good of others; to take from ourſelves 
to add to them where need is; and to be 
prepared to ſuffer for the Truth's ſake, are 
quite contrary to the Attachments the ge- 
nerality are under, and to the Notions they 
are brought up in. And tho' they are the 
only way to Excellence, nay, to Life itſelf, 


yet they ſeldom enter the Hearts of Men; 


tew have Ears to hear ſuch Precepts. 
Is this true? is this a thing of ſuch migh- 
ty conſequence? Is this weak Attachment 


by all means to be removed, and its oops 
ite 
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ſite Virtue to be cheriſhed ? Of all the Pre- 


| cepts of Chriſtianity, is this moſt material, 


and the way to introduce the reſt, and to 


| render the whole ſucceſsful ? what Pit 
| Youth ſhould not be train'd and diſciplin'd 
to it? how clear in it, how expreſſive of it, 
| ſhould our publick Methods of Inſtruction 
be, that all might thoroughly underſtand it? 
| how ought all that are deſign'd to teach it, 
to be ſo educated and prepared, as to be ſhi- 
ning Examples of it? as to be deſirous a- 
| bove all of begetting a right Underſtanding, 
and the moſt generous and noble Principles 
in the People? Till this is done, is it poſſi- 
ble the true Spirit of Chriſtianity ſhould be 
| revived, or its Effects ſeen ? Is it poſſible 


Men ſhould learn to ſee Things in a Light 


po different from what they now ſee them 


in? or to abhor and loath thoſe very things 
with which they are now ſo much pleaſed 
and tranſported ? By many the Rules of 


| Chriſtianity are ſcarce reckon'd a Part of a 


Gentleman's Education. And the Appli- 
cation of them in general has been ſo ill 


| managed, that a noble Writer oft intimates 


how much the ancient Philoſophy and Edu- 
cation excell'd that of Chriſtianity. Which, 
of the ſuperſtitious Ages of the Church, is, 
believe, true. But of the pure Doctrine 
of Chriſt it is not ſo, witneſs the Precept 
before us, and the natural Conſequences of 
It, were it practiſed as it ſhould be. 

2 But 
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But what I principally urge hence is, that 
the very Argument brought againſt it, viz. 
that it has not produced the Effects intend- 
ed, is a Proof of its Truth ; ſeeing this 
ſhews the great Force of this Attachment, 
and how neceſſary it is the inſtructing and 
amending Men effectually, ſhould begin 
where it begins, and lay Streſs where it lays 
Streſs. We may diſpute and quarrel about 
it; we may ſtudy it, and boaſt to underſtand 
it above all Men; we may value ourſelves 
as thoſe among whom it is profeſſed in its 


med upon the true ancient Plan; nay, we 
may ſeemingly ſuffer and die for it, and fan- 
cy we ſhall obtain the Martyrs Crown : But 
all this will ſignify nothing; neither can 
Men know and feel what it is, till, inſtead 
of rendring themſelves conſiderable in the 
Eyes of the World by Power, Riches, Learn- WW” 
ing, Parts, Birth, Education, Wit, Fame, / 


mage to the Creator, they ſtudy the Good 
of his Creatures, and contribute as much 3s 
poſſible to the Relief of the Miſerable, and 
to the Benefit of all. 

Indeed, in a large Scheme of Providence, 
all aiming at one great End, many Things 
may relate to that End, whoſe Uſe at pre- 


ſent we do not underſtand. Thus Prophe- 
cies 


they invert the Method, and are Examples WW'® 

of Piety, Humility, Self-denial, and Cha- 

rity, that is, till, beſides allowing due Ho- Witt 
pli 
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cies may be delivered, not to be underſtood 
till fulfilled. And Ceremonies may be al- 
lowed, and Precepts given, and things paſ- 
| (ed over as Virtues, which were the beſt that 
| could be expected in thoſe Circumſtances. 
God, who views the whole from beginning 
to end, fees what may be permitted here, 
| becauſe he ſees of what Uſe it will be here- 
after. He knows how to adapt his Inſtru- 
14 WE ctions, or the manner of his Interpoſition, to 
| Seaſons and Circumſtances ; of which we 
are no good Judges. Neither ought we to 
be reſtleſs about Things we have not a Ca- 
| pacity to underſtand, but having found that, 
to ſubmit and acquieſce. In ſuch Caſes it 
I vo ſurprizing thing if we are at a loſs for 
a Solution, . Bur in all other Caſes, all with- 
in the Compaſs of human Underſtanding, 
unis is the Knowledge, ſo called by way of 
Eminence and Diſtinction by the Apoſtle, 
ſomes iii. 13. It is that Knowledge, com- 
[pared to which all other is falſe, or ” 
mall moment; it is that Knowledge, t 

[winch were the Government, the Di ei. 
Pine. the Religion of the World every 
where azrecable, it would render it a moſt 
Wie and beaviiful Scene oi Things, and 
very Man inet as happy as he could with 


"ce, be. And at the ſame time it would be an 


ig; pportunity of preparing for that other 
are of Perfection, which in this Caſe 


phe- rould be no more than an Improvement 
| upon 
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upon this, as afterward it will be improving 
upon itſelf, even for ever, 

But, 3dly, All material Points of Know- 
ledge ſhould certainly lie in a little room, 
and be clear and eaſy. Of all Things in the 
inanimate World, Light, as it is moſt bene- 
ficial, ſo it is moſt free and common. And 
in the rational World, Truth, one would 
think, ſhould be the ſame. It is that great 
Light, which, like the Sun, ſhould be com- 
mon to all. It is not to be ſought with 
much Pains amidſt a Lumber of Books, 
but is what every Man may know fully 
and compleatly. The Goodneſs of God 
would not deny to Men ſo great a Blefling, iſ 
And tho' Arts and Sciences, and the Know- WF li. 
ledge of the learned Languages in the pre- WF b. 
ſent Circumſtances of the World are necel- 


ſary; yet that Knowledge which teaches Wh of 
every Man his Duty and Buſineſs in the an, 
World, ſo as to be a ready Direction to him; N28. 
this, I ſay, is as obvious as Light is to ten 
Man that can open his Eyes. and 
This certainly was the Caſe while Nature I Det 
remain'd pure and fimple. But when Luſt the 
and Paſſions had broke in and perverted i, ¶ bur 
it became difficult to know what were the *cre1 
true Laws and natural Principles. For Men but 


acted differently. Their Ends, their Prin-: ment 
ciples, were different. And who could tel fiat 
but this might be natural? It is plain th he 
muſt miſlead ſuch as made little . a ber F 
thei 
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1 their Underſtandings, and lay great Blocks 
in the way of ſuch as did. Accordingly 


- WW we find how much the Philoſophers were 
„ haraſſed, how much they ſtruggled for the 
e right Road, and how vain all their Efforts 
-- WW were. And yet the Force of human Pene- 
d tration is very conſpicuous, that under all 
1d WF theſe Diſadvantages, and in a World immer- 


at {ed in Selfiſhneſs, could riſe ſo high, as to ſee 
that to promote the Good, not of one's 
Country only, but of all Mankind, was the 
| prime Buſineſs of Life. 
| To bring this from Speculation to Pra- 
dice, to ſpread it every where, and excite 
and bind Men to it, is the End of true Re- 
ligion. To honour the Creator, and to be- 
have ourſelves in a manner agreeable to the 
Deſign of the Creation, is what the Light 
| of Nature points out to us. But this, plain 
and natural as it is, Men ſoon forſook. And 
as to the Religion of Chriſt, which was in- 
tended to recall it, they have equally abuſed 
and perverted that too. Books written in 
Defence of Church-Power have met with 
the greateſt Applauſe, tho' the Author of 
our Religion, and his Apoſtles, never laid 
treſs there; nay, condemn'd it, 1 Pet. v. 3. 
but they laid great Streſs upon the Virtues 
mentioned. And it is upon this Suppoſition 
that the primitive Fathers ſo earneſtly preſs 
the Unity of the Church, and Submiſſion to 
her Paſtors, 
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Indeed, where theſe take place, the other 
Caſe will ſoon be decided. For why ſhould 
you not ſubmit to a Form of Government, 
not only appointed by good Authority, but 
ſuch as muſt anſwer all the Ends propoſed 
by it; ſuch as muſt neceſſarily ſecure thok 
Ends? 

In the Multitude indeed many are full of 
Zeal for their Religion, than which gene- 
rally nothing can be more contemptible. 
True Zeal will keep its Eye upon theſe Vir- 
tues. For theſe it knows mult give Strength 
to the Cauſe, and make it ſucceſsful. And 
the reaſon the Chriſtian Religion has nd 

revailed over the whole World e' er now is 
that Men forſook theſe Virtues, and turn'd Wi 0 
to the Objects of their Luſts. And when \ 
they had done fo, it could not aſſiſt them, 


or be with them. To ſupply which Defed, 
they have been forced to make ule of pre T 
tended Miracles, and to ſupport their Rel 7 
gion by Artifice and Wickedneſs. 5. 
We (Thanks to Providence) are free fron , ; 
ſuch Corruption; and who knows but te * 
Truth may be brought to ſuch Purity, er , 
plain'd ſo perfectly, and appear ſo advat = 
rageous, as to ſpread and take in all othe Pay 
Nations as well as in our own? Who know n. 
Barc 
but we may ſee, what has been long im Tr 
portun'd, the Name of God hallowed, hi * | 


Kingdom come, and his Will done in Eartl «fo 
as it is in Heaven? As this Prayer is of *M,. * 
2 prophetic 
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prophetick nature, one would imagine this 
is to be brought about. For why aſk lite- 
rally what ſhall never be done? why expreſs 


in that particular manner what ſhall only 
be compleated in a State of Regularity ? 
| Idolatry we fee is in ſome meaſure deſtroy'd, 
and why may not arbitrary Power, Super- 
ſtition, and worldly Ambition, be deſtroy'd 
| too? Why may not the World be reduced 
n Reaſon in one Point as well as in ano- 
ther? 


But whether this is to be effected in this 


preſent State or no, it is certain we ought to 
endeavour to come as near it as poſſible. For 
that muſt be the beſt Conſtitution, both in 
Church and State, that is form'd upon this 
Model, whoſe Principles lead to it, and 
would effect it. 


I have brought theſe Reflections down 


| hither on purpoſe to ſhew the Nature of the 
| Eng/ifþ Conſtitution. And in giving a ſhort 


Deicription of that, I propoſe to ſhew how 


the Chriſtian Rule is a perfect Rule of Life. 


The Engliſh began early to ſhew their 
Averſion to Tyranny. Magna Charta ob- 
tained in the Reign of King Jobn VI. from 
the Conqueror; the Struggles betwixt the 
Barons and Henry III. and the perpetual 
Miſchiefs which all who ſtrove to be abſo- 
ute drew upon themſelves, are a plain Proof 
of this. And no wonder if there were ſome- 
Mes great Concuſſions and Miſtakes e'er 
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the Government could be brought to ſuch 
a Craſis, ſuch a Temperature, as to exceed 
all the Conſtitutions upon Earth. 

For many Years paſt, as all fort of Know- 
ledge has been cultivated in this Nation, fo 
the Scriptures have been allow'd a free Exa- 
mination. By this means not only Superſti- 
tion, but many other Prejudices, have been 
forc'd to fly before the Face of Truth. Nay, 
ſuch diltgent Search, ſuch large Inſight, ſuch 
Bravery and Firmneſs, have her Advocates 
ſhewn, tt is hard to tell which are moſt to 
be admired, the Writings, the Counſels, or 
the warlike Atchievements of thoſe that 
eſpouſed her, 

The main thing in Life is, to know 
what 1s truly excellent. For it is evident all 
have their Ambition, and that that Amb: WF ;, 
tion muſt prompt them to ſeek what is ex- WF ,.; 
cellent. So that if ſuch Things are admired g 
as are hurtful, or an Hindrance to Publics v 


Weal; if People don't purſue what is really WW +; 
good; if they neglect that Part which they WF gi 
ſhould purſue as their main End, Thing WF Ex 
muſt fall into Diſorder ; and while one Pat chi 
of Men is pleaſed, another muſt be miſer- ¶ and 
ble; while one ſhines bright, another wil WM of 
he deformed. All Things are made in th ſton 
Perfection of Wiſdom. To the Rules "WM ing, 
which when Men conform, they are tf con, 
excellent; they are Inſtruments of Goo ra] 


And the holy Scriptures are a perfect Ruk 
directs; 
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| directing them how to conform in all things 
to that Wiſdom, 


Their Averſion to this, and ſtrong At- 


| rachment to Things preſent, is that Impo- 
| tence to do Good, that gepmuce onprcc, 


mentioned in the New Teſtament. And to 


be born of the Spirit, and renewed in their 
Minds, is to conform to this Rule, which 
the Spirit taught; and which, had not God 
| interpoſed, Men would never have attain'd. 
Not that they want Faculties, but becauſe 
of this Weakneſs, this Attachment. And it 
vas the higheſt Inſtance of Mercy in the 
Creator, that after Men had behav'd fo ill, 
he pleaſed to recail them to the Knowledge 
and Practice of it. This is what the Spirit 
communicated by Inſpiration, and what he 
worketh in us; not by Force ſupernatural, 
but by offering it to our Conſideration, in- 
viting us to ſtudy it; nay, laying the ſtrong- 
| ct Engagements upon us to do ſo; and 
| where need is, giving us even ſupernatural 
| Aſſiſtance, Whatever Difficulties Men have 


taiſed to themſelves about it, or whatever 


| Explanations have been given of his Words, 


this is what is truly meant of the natural 


| and ſpiritual Man, and their different ways 


of Diſcerament. The firſt follows the Cu- 
ſtoms of the World, introduc'd by Men 


| nov'd by their blind Inſtincts only; the ſe- 


cond purſues what is reaſonable and natu- 
al, particularly that Method which was 
| H 3 dictated 
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dictated from above. And till we enter into 
this way, as we neither act upon true Prin- 
ciples, nor are our Actions directed to their 
right End, it may be ſaid juſtly that they 
are diſpleaſing to God, and have the Nature 
of Sin. Vid. Artic. 13. 

To believe Chriſt was ſent on purpoſe to 
turn Men to this, and to liſt under him, 
with a Reſolution to comply with it, is to 
profeſs his Religion. And to underſtand and 

ractiſe the Virtues he preſcribed, is to do 
it effectually. They are called Works of 
Grace or Spirit, as they are what God wa 
graciouſly pleaſed to teach Men by the In- 
ſpiration of the Spirit. And plain it is, ſuch 
Men don't only caſt off Idolatry, Superſti- 
tion, and all other heinous Enormities, but 
they judge, deſire, hope, act and delight as 
they ſhould do. In a word, their whole Con- 
duct is agreeable to that Wiſdom. Y 

Neither is there any thing in this that can ; 
poſſibly give Diſguſt, when rightly appre- MW ; 
hended. For it requires no more, than that f. 
you apply the Endowments given you to { 
their proper Uſes, and enjoy the Bleflings R. 
conferred upon you in a right manner; that ¶ lie 
you lay your Foundation in juſt Principles, It 
and build upon it all poſſible Accompliſt- IW i; 
ments; or that you act in all the Parts of I 64. 
Life, whether Difficulties or Succeſſes, à 2d. 
18 agreeable to that Wiſdom, N | 

But 


— 
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But what is more: Every Individual is 


not only inſtructed how he ſhall act, or 


what Method he muſt purſue ; but the 


| Good of all is ſecured. Many have ſhewn 
how much every moral Virtue conduces to 
| Happineſs, and the natural Connexion be- 


tween them. Bur beſides that this Rule 


takes in all theſe, it has this farther Advan- 
| tage, that by the Method it preſcribes, all 
| the Privileges of which human Nature is 
capable ſhall be extended to all, and no Part 
| be debarr'd an Opportunity of making ſuch 
{ Improvements, and arriving at ſuch Excel- 
| lence, as the wile Providence intended; at 
| the ſame time they are provided with every 
| thing neceſſary to their comfortable Sub- 
| fiſtence; or, in caſe of Diſtreſs, to their 
Support. 


This I cannot otherwiſe exhibit to your 
View, than in the Method propoſed ; that 


is, by giving you a ſhort Deſcription of the 


Engliſh Conſtitution. As it is ſurprizing to 
ee with what Courage they have contended 
lor, and aſſerted their Liberty; ſo the true 
Religion is more deeply rooted, and, I be- 
lieve, better underſtood here than elſewhere. 
It hath not only baniſh'd Superſtition, but 
indeed is ſuch a conſiſtent and perfect Sy- 
ſtem of Morality, as can never be too much 
admired. 


Should any one imagine this owing to 


the ſtubborn and rebellious Temper, and 


H 4 not 
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not to the good Senſe of this People, let 
Fact itſelf convince him. For no where 
upon Earth can a Prince be more happy 
than here, provided his Views are not in- 
conſiſtent with the Publick Proſperity. Nay, 
they are ſo far from Rebellion, that they 
underſtand the Apoſtle's Injunction, not to 
reſiſt, in an abſolute Senſe. For what is Re- 
ſtance, but oppoſing thoſe Laws, and that 
Power, by which the common Safety is ſe- 
cur'd, the common Good is promoted? And 
to oppoſe which, can never be reaſonable 
in any Caſe whatever, He that cannot ſee 
the difference berwixt ſuch Reſiſtance, and 
ſeeking Redreſs, in caſe of Oppreſſion, or 
exerting a Man's ſelf in the common Cauſe, 
muſt have bad Eyes. For to ſeek Redreſs 
in ſuch Caſes, is a Duty, and cannot, with 
any Senſe or Propriety, be call'd Reſiſtance; 
which, far from oppoſing Right, ſeeks it, 
At the fame time they are zealous for the 
Intereſt and Glory of their Prince. Their 
Subjection is that of Men, not of Slaves; 
and to have ruled well over them, is to have. 
acted one of the fineſt Parts in Life. 

And this is not only reaſonable, but eli- 
gible in itſelf. To exerciſe Dominion over 
Men is abſurd and unnatural. In Reaſon, 
in Truth, all Power is a Charge, a Truſt, 
wherein the Mind is employ'd in the beſt 
manner, and to the moſt glorious Ends 
It is not leflen'd, it is not impair'd, it is not 
| render d 
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render'd more precarious or unſettled here- 
by, — but is founded upon eternal Truth ; 
and has all the Strength it can have. For it 
is agreeable to Nature, to the fixed Order of 
Things, and to the Will of God. 
| On the contrary, where the Supreme 
| Power is raiſed to fach height as to admit of 
no Bounds or Limits, and being ſecured by 
Vigilance and Terror, ſtretches itſelf over 
many Countries, all kept in the ſame Dread 
and Awe, what can be more unnatural, 
or more perniciops! Is it not to deſtroy 
| that Order, that general Happineſs, that 
teaſonable State of Things, by which the 
| Creator ſhould be glorified? Is it not to de- 
form what he hath made fair, and this too 
for no End, except to give a fantaſtical ab- 
ſurd Power to the Prince, a Power which 
no wife Prince would deſire, and which 
| every one that is eminently ſo, muſt deteſt 
and abhor ! 

Where this is the Caſe, the People are 
not only debarr'd the Bleſſings of juſt Go- 


| vernment, but of the true Religion. And 


if ſuch Powers and Prerogatives can be 
juſtified, there is no Redreſs. This is the 
Lrievance every good Man would remove, 
Not by teaching People to take Arms a- 
gainſt their Governors, but by making them 
| underſtand the true Nature and happy Con- 
ſequences of both, and the Duty and Ne- 
(«{lity of contending for them. 1 
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If you aſk how? I anſwer, by repreſent. 
ing them in their true Light, by propoſing 
them to publick Conſideration, by defend- 
ing them by juſt Argument, by bearing wit. 
neſs to them with Reſolution and Bravery, 
by preferring the Good to be done by them 
ro all private Advantages, and by laying 
hold of every Opportunity of doing what is 
in our Power, agreeably to the Method 
which Chriſt and his Apoſtles have taught 
us. It is to act in the Cauſe of that Truth, 
upon which the Order of the World and the 
Good of Mankind depends; and out of 
which there muſt be Confuſion and great 
Miſery wherever it lights. To oppoſe every 
thing that oppoles, or is inconſiſtent with 
this, and to maintain and ſupport it with 
Fortune, nay, with Life itſelf, is the prime 
Law of our ſocial Nature. It is to contend 
that Things may be what they ſhould be; 
that the Publick, or that all Men may be 
happy in the Enjoyment of their natural 
Privileges and juſt Rights. It is to contend 
that all Things may be in ſuch Condition 2 
is agreeable to the Will of God; and to 
which all private Rights, when oppoſed, 
muſt vaniſh, and are nothing. 

To reſiſt the juſt Power, and to break in 
upon the reaſonable Rights and Prerogatives 
of Princes, is unreaſonable and criminal; 
and on the other hand, to ſee the Publick 


betray'd by arbitrary Meaſures; to OY 
a, 


Charafter of the Gojpel. 


„la, che Obſervance of which is eſſential 
+ and neceſſary ro the common Safety and 
+; Wl Happineſs, deſerted, and yet not to reach 
t. out a helping Hand, muſt be either rank 
Stupidity, or want of Principle, want of 


* Concern for Publick Good; which is, as I 
ng | obſerved before, the prime Law of our ſo- 


cial Nature. And it is for this reaſon this 
00 Conſtitution is deemed ſo excellent, in that 
hc vichout making any Alteration in the Rights 
of Heirs and Succeſſors, ſave where they 
claſh with the Publick Weal and the natural 
Order of Things, there is every thing that 
can render the Supreme Power happy in it- 
ſelf and beneficial to others; every thing 
that can add Weight to the Crown, at the 
ſame time that no wrong Meaſures are uſed, 
or in the leaſt neceſſary to ſupport it. 

The next Claſs have their Reaſon culti- 
rated, their Notions formed, and their Prin- 
ciples directed with the greateſt Care. All 
the Lumber of vain Sophiſtry and imaginary 
Learning, which block'd the Way to true 
| Knowledge, is removed; and there is no- 
taing now but what is intelligible, rational, 
and eaſy, So that by moderate and plea- 
ant Application their Minds are improv'd 
and accompliſh'd in every thing that is 
great and good. They are taught early to 
uſtinguiſh betwixt laudable and falſe Am- 
bition, according to the prime End of Chri- 
Manity ; and they are as much inſpirited 


by 
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other. 

In a word. Their grand ruling Principle 
is univerſal Benevolence, or the ſeeking the 
Good of others antecedently to their own, 
For which reaſon they omit not to improve 
their Talents, and fit themſelves for the 
higheſt Services. And tho' nothing but the 
Publick Utility can draw them into thoſe 
Services, yet when it hath done ſo, their 
only Zeal is to leave the moſt ſhining In- 
ſtances of the mighty Force of that great 
Principle behind them. 

At the ſame time Life appears in great 
Beauty and Splendor about them, that Beau- 
ty and Splendor are uſeful and beneficial; 
many find the good Effects of them, while 
thoſe about them have every thing ſuitabł 
to their Condition, and ſhare in all the Ad- 
vantages and Enjoyments the wiſe Provi- 
dence intended them, 

Of cheir Domeſticks, nay, of all, though pl 
remotely related to them, they take the ut- 


moſt Care, providing Opportunities of In- Pr 
ſtruction, and Encouragements of Virtue, * 
at 


They ſuffer none to be abridg'd of any rea- 
ſonable Privilege, or to fall ſhort of any rea- 
ſonable Advantage of which he is capable. hay 
As they have no Avarice, no falſe Ambition, 
no enormous Vices, they have no Tempti- 
tion to Oppreſſion. Nay, their Indulgence i, 


ſeldom ſtops, till it appears it would in. 
trench of ( 
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trench upon Diſcipline, or ſlacken Indu- 
ſtry. 

As to prevent popular Tumults and Diſ- 
orders, they have great Power in the Ap- 
pointment of Miniſters; ſo it is not to be 
told how ſcrupulous they are in the Exercife 
of it. Ir is not to be told what Regard to 
the grand Deſign, what Tenderneſs for the 
religious Rights of the People, what Senſe 
of the Importance of the rung itſelf, what 
Conſciouſneſs of the Streſs God lays upon 
it, is ſhewn by them. They have a clear 
Idea of the beatifick Nature of the Doctrine, 
| and an immenſe Value for it; and therefore 
| of all that render themſelves Objects of their 
| Diſlike, none equal thoſe who corrupt it, 
| nor are any equally in their Favour with 
thoſe who recommend it and preſs it. 

The next Claſs have their Reaſon culti- 
vated, their Notions formed, their Princi- 
ples directed after the fame manner; that 
| is, to conduct ſo as is moſt uſeful to the 
Publick. They look at thoſe above them 
not with Envy, but with a laudable Emu- 
lation, They view the Order of Life, nor 
without due Gratitude for the Share they 
have in it, and with ſuch Deſire of their 
own Advancement as is conſiſtent with that 
Order. And their particular Method, ac- 
cording to the grand ruling Principle, is to 
do every thing that may tend to the Glory 
of God, by augmenting the Peace and Se- 

curity, 
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curity, the Beauty and Happineſs of chat 
Order. 

From the bright Examples, the great 
: Encouragements, and the conſtant Appli- 
* dation of theſe, it is that the reſt are not 
— careful to do nothing pernicious to So- 
ciety, but to underſtand and do what may 
promote its Peace, Happineſs, and Glory, 
In this, following the Steps of their Supe- 
riors, they ſtudy to excel. Even thoſe of 
the loweſt Rank bear the Fatigues of a lx 
borious Life with Patience and Chearfulnek, 
They art ſupported under Diſappointment, 
Loſſes, and Afflictions, by knowing the right 
Uſe of them; and they are inſpired with 
ſuch Hopes and Aſſurances, as render their 

Lives eaſy and delightful to them. 

The Religion of Nature, as agreeable to 
its Idea in the divine Mind, they great) 
eſteem. Nor is their Value leſs for thai 
which was inſtituted on purpoſe to reſtor 
it after it had been loſt; and which is not 
only perfect in itſelf, but ſo adapted to the 
Condition of human Nature, as to bring al 
Things into their right Courſe again. 

In Things to be believed, they diſtinguil 
what is eſſential and neceſſary, and on ſuch 
due Streſs is laid; but they hate the Mw 
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tures and Impoſitions of Men. The Litu- — 
gy 1s pure as to its Matter, and proper as tio 
its Language; and it is adapted to the gran 
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ſtrictly obſerved, the Ceremony is ſolemn 
and ſignificant ; and above all, the greateſt 
Regard is had to the End. The Nature and 
Attributes of God are repreſented in the 
moſt amiable true Light; the Mediatorſhip 
is ſhewn in ſuch View, nothing can appear 
more rational and wiſe on one hand, or 


hat 


reat 
pli- 

not 
So- 


mij more comfortable and neceſſary on the o- 
lory. BY er. The want of the divine Inſpiration, 
110 and the Goodneſs of the Things inſpired, 
af» are ſo plain, and ſo manifeſtly above the 


reach of human Underſtanding, in the Con- 
dition Men were in, the whole ſhines forth 
n moſt convincing manner, and the People 
every where rejoice and triumph in it. 

The Clergy are not only great Proficients 
in the learned Languages, but in the Sci- 
ences too. To free themſelves from Biaſs 
or Prejudice, and to ſearch after Truth for 
the Truth's ſake, is what they are ſo well 
train'd up in, that tho' the Scriptures are 
tneit Rule, yet their Faith is ſo well back'd, 
o thoroughly try d and ſifted, it is impoſ- 
ble to find any, even the leaſt Weakneſs, 
n it. It is always the Determination of the 
lind, after the moſt diligent and impartial 

i vearch, In their Preaching they uſe ſuch 
| Mis plain Arguments, urge them in ſo convin- 
Lin ng and perſuaſive a manner, and ſet all of 
r as > n 10 amiable a Light, their Congre- 


Inek 
ents, 
right 
with 


then 


ble to 
reatl 
| that, 
-eſtore 
1s not 
to the 


nguiſh 


g grand Ions are generally diſmiſs'd full of Joy; 
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and many count this the greateſt Pleaſure 
of their Lives, 

As Charity, as the Circumſtances of the 
World now are, may be called the prime 
Buſineſs of a Man's Life, they are ever in- 
tent upon this Labour of Love; allowing 
more than in Proportion to their Incomes, 
exciting others, and uſing their Intereſt 
with others. So that not only the Manner, 
but the Circumſtances of their People, not 
only their ſpiritual, but their temporal Af. 
fairs, ate ever under the very niceſt Inſpe- 
ction. | 

From Capacity, inflexible Integrity, and MW: 
beneficent Diſpoſition, ariſes that Fitneſs to Mr 
ſerve the Publick, upon which its Happi- u 


at the higheſt Truſt without regard to tha 
Fitneſs; as every Man has his Partialih, 
Paſſion, Credulity, Blindneſs, his own Wants 
and Dependencies, and the Wants and De. 
pendencies of Relations and Friends, it is 

lain there are many Temptations to ſe 
aſide that Regard. And then theſe are pre- 
ſent, and their Plea ſtrong. Beſides, regard 
to this is grown into Contempt ; for none 
mind it, and why ſhould I, is a common 
Saying, Nay, it is want of Senſe, it is nag 
to know the World to inſiſt upon it. More 
over, Compliance even in Things degenehightf 
rate, has its Recommendations ; 1t 1s agree 


able, good-natur'd, obliging, and Fries 


Suc 
chi, 
li 
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ure MW hip naturally follows it. What is yet worſe, 
Eſteem and Honour are transferred from 
the Fitneſs to Fortune; and in a word, the 
ime whole Courſe of Things is quite unnatural 
in- and perverſe. 
ving Is it poſſible a Mind enamour'd of Right 
mes, and Truth, and of that univerſal Beauty 
eteſt I that muſt follow did they prevail, ſhould 
mers, not abhor ſuch a Scene? It is for this rea- 
not fon theſe Gentlemen are ever ſo turn'd and 
i Af. bent againſt the World, cleaving to what is 
nſpe · I intrinſically good; and looking at all elſe 
with the greateſt Averſion. They accuſtom 
„ and i themſelves to have few Wants, hate Luxu- 
1eſs un, and deſpiſe popular Opinion. But in 
Iappi· their Duty they never think they can under- 
o aim se too great Fatigue. They look upon 
to that what Men call the Evils of Life, as things 
rial, Meaſily turn'd to their own Advantage; as 
Toils and Dangers enhance the Glory of a 
Victory, or being a Proof of extraordinary 
Merit, gives Weight to a Prize. And above 
all, as the chief Drift of Chriſtianity is to 
all Men off from Ambition and Avarice, 
nd to reverſe them; they reckon it theirs 
0 ſhew the way. And therefore they lay 
reat Streſs upon the oppoſite Virtues, and 
'ove by their own Examples, that what 
hey teach is practicable ; nay, eaſy and de- 
ghtful to them. 
Such is the Caſe of every true Member 
df this Order. And when he hath given full 
| I Proof 
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Proof of his Contempt, not of Things ne- 
ceſſary, but of whatever is ſuperfluous or 
oſtentatious, whatever has the leaſt Tincture 
of Avarice or Ambition in it; when he i 
dead to what the World calls great or good, 
but alive to the Precepts of the Goſpel, to 
what is truly /, he riſes to Authority and 
Power, as who by his Capacity and Tem- 
per will anſwer their End. | 
This is the State of the Engliſh Confſtit- 
tion. And ſhould this be in danger, you 
would ſoon ſee how little Fatigue or Death 
would ſignify to ſuch Spirits as would ap- 
pear in its Defence. I don't ſay this is every 
where the Caſe, but that it is what the ju- 
dicious Part of this Nation aim at and con- 
tend for. And they are ſo happy as to ſeæ 
the good Effects of their Endeavours, not- 
withſtanding the Oppoſition of ſuch as are 
not in their way of thinking. But what! 
_ to ſnew hence is, how the Chriſti 

ule is a perfect Rule of Life. And in o- 
der to do this, I muſt remind you of whit 
was ſaid before, viz. that God made al 
Men to be happy, and that they have Fs 
culties ſuitable thereunto. So that the Que All 
ſtion muſt be, how Affairs ſhall be ſo 0-Mto 
dered that all may enjoy the Privileges di the 
their Beings? and what it is that every Mat 
will want? The Neceſſaries of Lite, tt 
Gratification of his reaſonable Deſires, pet 


te& Knowledge of his Duty, perfect Satt 


factio 


- 
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faction in his preſent, and as to his future 
Exiſtence, the Eſteem and Love of others, 
that his Intereſts be every where guarded 
and ſecured, proper Supports in Dangers, 
Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, and proper Aſ- 
ſtance in Sickneſs, Loſſes, or Afflictions. 
all theſe Things ſeem neceſſary to render 
the Being of a Man happy, according to 
that prime Intention. And according to this 
Rule all the Parts and Offices of Life are to 
be directed hereunto. How Men came to 
reckon upon private Rights and Privileges, 
ſeparate from or independent of Publick 
Good, I enquire not. All that I ſhall ob- 
| ſerve here is, that they have no Warrant for 
it to be drawn from its being of divine Ap- 
pointment, For God ſent every Man into 
the World to do his Work there; and, as 
the Heathen Philoſopher obſerved, to pro- 
mote the Good of all Men. And according 
to our Lord's Example and Doctrine, this 
ls to be done, chiefly by ſuſpending his De- 
ire of Things temporal, renouncing all 
Ambition of this ſort, and laying himſelf 
out upon this Work intenfely and ſolely. 
All the Sanctions of revealed Religion are 
tO turn Men into this Road. Now I have 
hewn what are the Things neceſſary to 
make every Man happy, and that it is not 
only our Duty to effect this, but natural to 
us to delight and glory in it. On the other 
hand, view the World around you ; here 1s 

I 2 one 
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one fine Creature loſt for want of Inſttu- 
ction, another for want of Bread, another is 
diſtracted with Care for his poor Children, 
a fourth never felt any of the true Comforts 
of Lite; a fifth is not only ignorant, but 
has loſt every good Principle, and is a Mon- 
ſter of Lewdneſs. Amidſt this Circle of 
Wretches, ſuppoſe you ſee a Gentleman ſo 
caring and projecting, that in a few Years 
the firſt is a ſhining Ornament of the 
Church, the ſecond is in an handſome Oc- 
cupation, and has every reaſonable Satisf- 
ction; the third ſees his Children well {et- 
tled in the World; the fourth is advanced 
into a good Poſt; and the fifth is reclaim 
and as happy as himſelf could wiſh, — 
Should a Rule be ſuch, as to render ever) 
Man living like that Gentleman, it mult be 
allowed to be a good one. But allowing 
that ſuch a Rule would be lame and dete 
ctive; let us ſuppoſe ſuch a one as would 
render every Member of Society ſuch as ws 
deſcribed in the fore-mentioned Conſtit- 
tion. Suppoſe it preſcribes the Method h 
which this is to be done, affords ſufficient 
Motives and Encouragements, and is back" 
with irreſiſtible Authority. Could any Ma 
in this Caſe want Neceſſaries, or Knowle 
of his Duty, or Incitement to perform i. 
Could he want the Eſteem and Love of othe'Wut 
or Contentment in his Station? Would nee 


his Intereſts and Privileges be all * 0 Find 
im! 


| ecte 
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ttu · ¶ him? Would not all the Advantages of which 
er is bis Condition is capable be afforded him? 
ren, Would not his Mind be at perfect Eaſe, the 
orts Terms of the Goſpel and the Grace of God 
but in Chriſt being explained and demonſtrated, 
lon- ¶ © him? Could he be at a loſs how to make 
e of Will the beſt Uſe of his Being, or how to improve 
in ſo che Talents entruſted to him? Would not. 
Lea all proper Aids and Supports in all Caſes be 
the prepared to his Hands? Is not all this per- 
Oc - keily agreeable to that Excellence of which 
tisfa- WW every Man is capable? And is it not fit he 
[1 fer. ſhould be thus provided for? Does it not 
anced Wi compleatly anſwer to all his. Wants, his 
um d Principles and Affections? Is it not corre- 
— pondent to the Goodneſs of God, as it 
even {Wl ſhews the Scheme of the Creation is wiſe 
uſt be and good? Does it not account for the want 
owing ot Order and Harmony, laying it upon hu- 

def. ¶ man Frailty only? Could you poſſibly pay 

wou wo great Honour to the ſeveral Orders of 
as wu Men? And muſt it not be an immenſe Plea- 

lure to you to ſee all Degrees ſo well provi- 

led for, and ſa happy in their Stations? 


ficien Would not this be to glorify God effectual- 
back y? For muſt not every one, ſeeing ſo beau- 
y Mutful a Scene, adore the Author, whoſe 
wid ower and Wiſdom could produce ſuch Ef- 


rm iets? And muſt not that be a perfect Rule, 
other ut of which, when obſerv'd duly, all theſe 
fects muſt naturally and neceſſarily ariſe ? 
ind would not this be the Caſe did all Men 

6-3 act 
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act like the Gentleman named, or the ſeve- 
ral Members of that Conſtitution ? that is, 
did they act according to the true Intent and 
Deſign of the Goſpel? And muſt not that 
be a perfect Rule which propoſes this to 
every Man's Study, and makes the Succeſs 
of it the chief Object of his Deſires and In- 
rentions ? 

Thus to turn Men from the Purſuits of 
Avarice and Ambition, to ſeek Publick 
Good, to excel in promoting it, to meaſure 
every Man's Worth by it, to do the Duty of 
one's Station, to croud all poſſible Excel- 
lencies into one's publick Character, ty ſeek 
the Advantages and Bleflings of this Life, 
and the Glory of the next, in this Method 
relying upon infinite Goodneſs for the Suc- 
ceſs; above all, to ſeek the Prevalence i 
the Goſpel from a Principle of Benevolence, 
and trom a juſt Senſe of its beatifick Nature, 
to look upon the Death of Chriſt as the 
higheſt Inſtance of Virtue, and to comme- 
morate it frequently, in order to follow h 
Example, with ſtill greater Exactneſs ol A 
Conduct, and Improvement in Virtue, 
true Chriſtianity. And it excels the Wire 
dom of the Philoſophers in theſe Partici- ch 
lars; it not only enjoins univerſal Benevo. 


lence, but it preſcribes a quite new Method © 
for it to work in. It ſhews us the great Im- N ud 


portance of the Law of Truth, and bids v 


teek the Prevalence, the Succeſs of that, g ty 
the 
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the higheſt Inſtance of our Benevolence to 
Mankind, and the only right way of doing 
Glory to God. | | 

2. It teaches us, that to have a full Know- 
ledge of that Law, and to be ſo enamour'd 
of it as to act agreeably in all things, more 
eſpecially in the higheſt Inſtances of Self- 
denial, and ſuffering for its ſake, is the onl 
Proof of a wiſe good Mind, and of real Ex- 
cellence. And, 

3. It preſcribes a Method, unknown to 
them, of atoning for the Breach of that 
Law, and 1s the ſole thing in the World 
that affords Satisfaction in that Caſe. And 
therefore whether the Argument from Mi- 
rcles be concluſive or no; whether the Ar- 
gument from Prophecy be concluſive or no; 
whether the Copy of the ſacred Writings be 
every where genuine and complete or no ; 


whether we judge aright of all, or but of 


ſome of thoſe Writings relating to particu- 
ar Doctrines or no; it follows certainly, 
that Chriſtianity, as to its grand eſſential 
Aim, muſt be true; neither is it poſſible 
Men ſhould be miſtaken in any Points ne- 
ceſſary to that Aim without foul Play, or 

the want of proper Education. | 
4. In the Beaux Monde one would expect 
to find all they could wiſh, eſpecially if we 
judge from outward Appearance. For here 
are good Manners, Complaiſance, Genero- 
ty, Politeneſs, Honour, every thing. But 
I 4 when 
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when you come to the Trial of theſe fine 
Accompliſhments, you will ſoon be con- 
vinced there was no Comfort for you there. 
Indeed nothing was ever leſs meant or in- 
tended, To view the Effect Education haz 
upon moſt People, even ſuch as have tra- 
velled far for ir, and expended Sums upon 
it, would not one imagine the Deſign had 
been to lead them off from the great Pur- 
poſes of Life? You fee the Gentleman in 
his Air, Perſon, Addreſs, perfectly what you 
would with. He is a Man of Wit and Hu- 
mour ; he is born with a peculiar Aptneſ 
to excel in every thing he takes in hand; he 
hath the fineſt Taſte in Poetry, Sculpture, 
Painting, Architecture, and is a Maſter of 
all the Sciences. And yet all this will not 
anſwer what we want. For all theſe Ac- 
compliſhments may terminate in himſelf; 
and then as we naturally deſire and love to 
be eſteem'd and reſpected by others, ſo when 
we find this the Caſe, when we find a Per- 
ſon wholly wrapt up in himſelf, you car- 
not poſſibly preſent us with a more diſples 
ſing Object, tho' otherwiſe endow'd with 
the moſt ſhining Qualities. Ir is not whit 
the Man is in himſelf, but how he is prit- 
cipled and tempered in regard of us; iti 
not his Capacity, but his Diſpoſition that 
muſt render him amiable ; nay, he may be 
the fineſt Gentleman of the Age, and yet 9 
good Member of Society, 

„ Ther 
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There is in every Man living a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of his Dignity, an innate Pride in his 
Prerogatives, as a Creature of a ſuperior 
Nature and Excellence. And it 1s ſurpri- 
zing to ſee how many ways they have found 
whereby to gratify it. The Poet has croud- 
ed a great many of them together in this 
Paragraph. 


Sollicitant alii remis freta cæca, ruuntg; 

In ferrum; penetrant aulas & limina Regum : 

Hic petit excidiis urbem, miſeroſq; Penates 

Ut gemmd bibat & Sarrano dormiat oftro : 

Condit opes alius, defoſſoq; incubat auro. 

Hic ſtupet attonitus roſtris : hunc plauſus hiantem 

Per cuneos (geminatus enim) plebiſq; patrumg; 

Corripuit : gaudent perfuſi ſanguine fratrum, 

Exilioq;, domos & dulcia limina mutant, 

Ai; alio patriam querunt ſub Sole latentem. 
(Main, 

Some with bold Labour plough the faithleſs 


Some ſwell up their ſlight Sails with pop'lar 
(Fame, 
Charm'd with the fooliſh Whiſtlings of a 
; (Name. 
Some their vain Wealth to Earth again com- 
(mit; 
With endleſs Cares ſome brooding ofer it fit. 
Country and Friends are by ſomeWretches ſold, 
To lye on Tyrian Beds, and drink in Gold ; 
No Price too high for Profit can be ſhewn, 
Not Brother's Blood,nor Hazards of their own: 
Around the World in ſearch of it they roam, 
It makes even their Antipodes their Home. 


COWLEY, 


Some rougher Storms in Princes Courts ſuſtain. 
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And when you ſee Men uſing their ut. 
moſt Efforts to ſhine, not in real Merit, not 
in extending their good Offices to others, 
but in ſuch Things as will aggrandize them 
in the Opinion of the World, you muſt con- 
ſider it as the Effect of that Conſciouſneſ 
of their Dignity, that innate Pride in their 
Prerogatives acting their Minds, tho! in 2 
wrong way. In which State were the World 
ro continue ten thouſand Years, it would 
{till be the wretched Scene it is. 

I don't ſay this becauſe I would diſparage 
any Enjoyment Men have, or can have; but 
becauſe I would have them add to what 
they enjoy, every other Advantage. For 
why may not their Happineſs, according to 
the Deſign of the Goſpel, be real and ſub- 
ſtantial, and not imaginary and filly ? Cer- 
tainly it ought to be the Buſineſs of Educa 
tion to ſecure this Point, whatever elſe 5 
neglected; rho', to our Shame be it ſpoken, 
this is a thing of all others leaſt thought 
of. In 

2, Let us turn to the learned World. It. a 
is certain nothing can be more advantageou 
than true Knowledge. For this, one wouli nu 
think, muſt open a Door to every thing thai lar 
is good. But when you conſider, that in- Mir 
ſtead of inſiſting upon neceſſary Truths fo Mat 
the Good of the World, Men have ſtudy d 


you 
their own Intereſt and Importance, you wilſhe r 
have another Inſtance wherein this Princ'Mihen 


ple 
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ple is miſguided and miſapply'd. It is a 
ine thing to be call'd the ſeraphick, the an- 
gelick Doctor; but it is lamentable to think 
that this Vanity, this Weakneſs, is the thing 
that hath clipt the Wings of Knowledge, 
and excluded the moſt noble Truths. There 
sno Paſſion ſo ſtrong as that for Fame; for 
Men love the good Opinion of their Fellow- 
Creatures. And this is the reaſon ſo many 
have writ upon Subjects of no Uſe, except 
o pleaſe the Fancy, not to mention ſuch as 
ire a Diſgrace to Mankind. Were Men as 
zealous of Publick Good as to monopolize 
Credit to themſelves; or were they not 
cramp'd and ty'd down to a Side when 
Truth is the Pretence ; or did they not em- 
ploy their Time and Pains to ſupport an 
Hypotheſis, or an Opinion for their own 
lakes, it is impoflible the World ſhould be 
in the Condition it is. What is worſe, Truth 
erer meets with the ſevereſt Oppoſition. 
For it generally either thwarts the ſecular 
Intereſts of Men, or they fancy ſo. Then 
all Men would be Diſcoverers of it, and hate 
o yield that up to others which they ſo 
much covet themſelves. Thus have the 
earned World been ever digging in the 
Mine, without coming at Ore. The wiſe 
Man obſerves it is all Vanity, and ſo it is, if 
of jou conſider how little the World would 
be reformed by it, how little the Learned 


inc bemſelves would be inclined to inſiſt upon 


ſuch 
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ſuch Rules as are neceſſary to its Reforma. 
tion. 

The mercantile World I omit, as need- 
leſs, after what has been obſerved upon 
theſe two. 

Now it is plain from theſe Inſtances what 
a Scene of Vanity Life is, all owing to the 
Corruption and Miſapplication of this one 
grand Principle of human Nature. And it 
is an undoubted Argument of the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Faith, that its Aim is to cor- 
rect and rectify it; that it teaches us to have 
no Regard to the Opinions of Men, or to 
the Cuſtoms of the World; that it leads us 
to what is generous, great and good, to what 
is really ſo, and not to what Faſhion hath 
made ſo; that it quite clears the Under- 
ſtanding, regulates the Will, and ſets the 
Principles right; that it opens the Heart, 
and renews the Image of God in it; that it 
enlarges a Man's Views, and lets him fe 
the true Intereſt and Good of Mankind, and 
the way to effect them; that it preſents him nt 
with an Object worthy of his utmoſt Ef- 
forts; that is, not with the temporal Hap- Nur 
pineſs or Glory of this or that People, in po. 
Contradiſtinction to others, or to all others, Nee 
but with the real Happineſs and endleſ mig 
Good of all, to be procured by the Succels {Wo 
of the Goſpel. What is more, ay 

There is no other way of gratifying? 
Man's ſelf, For even Power, — 

What 


a- 


ed- 
pon 


phat 

the 
one 
nd it 
th of 
cot- 
have 
or to 
ids Us 
What 
hath 
nder- 
s the 
Jeart, 
that it 
m ſee 
d, and 
ts him 
ſt Et- 
Hap- 
ple, in 
others, 
endlels 
uccels 


fying? 


ate, 0L 


What 


Character of the Goſpel. 


what ſeems more intimate to us, our own 


Parts and Acquirements, no way beſpeak us 
better in ourſelves. So that to fancy there 
z any real Advantage in them, farther than 
in the Benefit done to others by them, is 
abſurd. For ſo it is, and muſt be, Man is 
2 rational, ſocial, and religious Creature. 
And whatever he does, or whatever Pro- 
greſs or Improvement he makes coincident 
with theſe grand Principles of his Nature, 


pineſs, as it conduces to the Satisfaction of 
his Mind, the gratifying his regular Deſires, 
and the Increaſe of his Virtue and real Ex- 
cellence. All elſe is mere Shadow and Ap- 
pearance, how many ſoever may be ſo blind- 
ly educated, or ſo miſerably deluded, as to 
ialue themſelves upon it. And this being 
evident from the Nature of Things, leaves 
the Infidel no Choice. Either he muſt lay 
aide his Infidelity, or he is loſt to all the 
great Purpoſes of Life, as well as to all its 
national and ſubſtantial Pleaſures. 

6. There is no Principle in human Na- 
ture, but what was planted there on pur- 
poſe to raiſe it up to ſome Virtue, that ſo 
every Perſon, according to his Capacity, 
might be an Inſtrument of Good. There is 


no Inſtance wherein this is not true. So 


nat by proper Diſcipline it is morally poſ- 
ible all the Members of a Community 
might underſtand, and act their Parts well. 


Nay, 


may be reckoned to the Quota of his Hap- 
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him, and thoſe Principles may be gratified 


to the moſt perfect Happineſs; a Happinels 
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Nay, the State of the World might be per- 


fectly regular. Every one has Principles 
correſpondent to the Duties expected from 


without breaking out of the Road of Duty, 
Nay, the Mind in purſuit of Praiſe, Happi. 
neſs or Glory in this way, is in its true State, 
and not otherwiſe. Many ſhining Inſtance 
of this ſort were ſeen among the Heathens; 
ſo that even that Part of human Nature was 
not without its Beauties, its Objects of Ad- 
miration. Rut neither was their Number 
ſufficient, nor the Height of their Virtue 
what Men are capable of. And therefore 
God hath opened the way to the moſt lau- 
dable Actions, to the greateſt Excellence, 


agreeable to the ſpiritual and noble Facul- 


ties, the regular Principles, and great Din 
cernment of the human Mind. But then to: 
attain this, you muſt be able to ſuſpend t 
preſent Importunities of Selt-love. Jo 
muſt raiſe your Taſte up to it, and aſpire! 
after it, as what is agreeable to your Taſty! 
You muſt be able to ſee clearly the Reaſon the 
ableneſs and Beauty of ſo acting. That 
Foundations of all this Syſtem of Morality for 
all this Wiſdom and Art, by which Thing 
are ſo fram'd and link'd together, mult i. 
open and naked before you. And this is t 955 
0 


have an Underſtanding mightily enlarges 


and to aſcend to the Top of all human EA. 
cellence 


7 


) 


cellence. 
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This is to make one of thoſe fine 


* 
ple pieces of human Nature, if I may be allow- 
from ed to ſpeak ſo, which are view'd with Plea- 
fed WY (ure in the great Drama of the World, and 
Jury, Ml which juſtify the Permiſſion of all the Mi- 
appi- £7 occaſioned by weak Men in their groſs 
State, Purſuits, their abſurd Sentiments, and baſe 


ances 
hens; 


Application of Wealth, Power, and Ho- 
nour. 


This is the true Plan of the Chriſtian Mo- 


e was 

f Ad-. ality. And it lies much deeper, and is more 
unbet I :ppoſite to the Nature of Mankind than 
Virtue iy thing diſcover'd, or that could poſſibly 
reforeM fave been diſcover'd by the Wit of Man. It 
> lays ſometimes called the Wiſdom of God in a 
ence, MY /tery, and ſometimes he Peace of Gad, 
pinels which paſſeth all Underſtanding. For ſuch 
Facul- the Method is what no Eye could penetrate 
t Dino, what no one could ſay, it was fit God 
then i ould make choice of; tho' ſince he hath 
nd clone ſo, it is manifeſtly agreeable to, and 
 YoulMWvorthy of him. The Incarnation was ne- 

| aſpireOctllary as the divine Interpoſition was ne- 
- TatteMWcflary, and as the beſt Method in that Caſe ; 
a eaſonWſtic Doctrine and Example of Chriſt is a per- 

. The ect Rule of Life, compleated in his dying 
lorality Ir the Truth's fake; his Death and Paſ- 
Thing en was an Inſtance of the greateſt Merit 


oft li 


0 itſelf, and had the moſt benign Effect in 


ard of us; it ſupplies the Defect of our 
dedience, without remitting our Endea- 
urs, or flackening our Virtue; it ſuccours 
our 


his 1s (C 
larged 
an Ex 
ellence 
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our Weakneſs, without giving the leaſt In: 
dulgence to Guilt; and it removes our 
Fears, without taking away our Attention 
and Application. And the Reſurrection is 
an Earneſt of that future Happineſs, that 
Reſtitution of Man, for which the whole 
Scheme was projected. And till that Time 
arrive, be ever ſo proſperous in your elf, 
you will enjoy no perfect Happineſs in o- 
thers; neither can you be happy in your 
ſelf, any otherwiſe than in the certain Hopes 
and Expectations of that State. So that our 
Lord hath not only taught us agreeably to 
our Condition, but our Condition itſelf calls 
upon us and conſtrains us to ſay, Our 
Father, Sc. 

Upon this Plan the Exgliſb Conſtitution, 
both in Church and State, is erected. By 
which means it infinitely tranſcends any 
Conſtitution or Government that either 
now is, or ever was before it; not only as 0 
it is of ſuch nature as to beget every thing WF. 
that is excellent in itſelf, but as our prime n 
Principle, our moſt earneſt Deſire is to cat- 
ry the ſame rational, the ſame beatifick 
Doctrine, if poſſible, through the World. 
And yet, 

7. And laſtly, — It is ſo contradictotj, 
ſo oppoſite to the Cuſtoms and Faſhions of 
the World, and to the Notions of Men fra- 
med by thoſe Cuſtoms, that when Nicod- 


mus diſcourſed with our Lord about it, he 
was 
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was quite nonplus d. That Change which 
was to be made in a real Convert, and 
whic his expreſs'd by being born of Water 
and Spirit, is in other Places oppos'd to the 
Fleſh, to the natural Man, or to the old 
Man. And it appears to be of ſuch abſo- 
lute Neceſfity, that without it there is no 
Salvation. For they that are after the Fleſh, 
4 mind the things of the Fleſh ; but they that 
ore after the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 
Fir to be carnally minded is Death, but to be 
jjuritually minded is Life and Peace, Be- 
cue the carnal Mind is Enmity againſt God ; 
for it is not ſubjett to the Law of God, neither 
indeed can be. So that they that are in the 
Fleſh cannot pleaſe God, Rom. viii, 2 

The wiſe Man obſerves, that God hath 
made Man upright, but they have found out 
many Inventions. Had Mankind kept to that 
original Uprightneſs, every Man muſt have 
been compleatly happy, there being no rea- 
lonable Deſire in him which in this Caſe 
had not been gratified. But inſtead of this, 
they gave themiſelves up to the Dominion 
af their Paſſions, and to the Purſuits of the 
World. And then, very ſoon after, they 
Vere ſo loſt in them, through Cuſtom and 
Habit, as neither to have Underſtanding to 
iſcern, nor Inclination to correct the wrong 
Method they were in. So that when this 
uler came to our Lord, and our Lord pro- 

K poſed 
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poſed to him the reverſing the Way he was 
in, he ſtarts, and aſks, How can theſe things 
be? That original Uprightneſs, that right 
State, from which Mankind were then ſo 
far ſwerved, he had not the leaſt Thought 
of. He did not fee, how thro' the Luſts of 
Men raging after their ſeveral Objects, the 
Beauty of the Creation was defac'd and mu- 
in'd. And no wonder, if neither the Learn- 
ing nor the Religion of the Philoſophers of 
any Nation aim'd at its Correction, or if 

they did not find where the Diſeaſe laid. 
God, infinite in Mercy and Goodneſs, 
would not ſuffer Men to be without Redreſs 
in ſo lamentable a Condition. And there- 
fore did our Saviour appear to bear witneß ; 
to the Truth, and to lead them back to thoſe 
Principles of Piety, Purity and Goodnehs, 
which they had forſaken. And as the Do- 
ctrine he taught was now new, and quite 
contrary to the Way they were in, fo none 
could conform to it, without laying aſide 
the Prepoſſeſſions and Prejudices they welt 
under ; without learning to delight in the 
beneficent Uſe of Riches, inſtead of delight 
ing in Riches themſelves ; without learning 
to delight in the due Application and happ 
Effects of Power, inſtead of delighting ! 
Power itſelf; and without learning to «My; 
light in what is truly excellent, what Vf !. 
ſpeaks a wiſe good Mind, what is agreead'W., 
10 
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to Nature, and to the preſent Frame of 
Things, inſtead of delighting in outward 
Pomp and Grandeur, or in any other Ad- 
vantages whatever. And this being quite 
contrary to the way of the World, to enter 
into it effectually, a Man might be ſaid to 
be born anew. And as this Doctrine was 
communicated by the Spirit, to be born of 
the Spirit. When Chriſt began to make this 
Converſion among Men, this was no other- 
wiſe to be done, than by working Miracles 
by the Power of that Spirit. Neither at his 
frlt ſetting out could he ſeemingly have had 
any Followers, but by his immediate Im- 
pulſe. And tho' he taught himſelf, it was 
in Alluſions and Parables, ſome of which 
were not underſtood, till his Miniſtry being 
fulfilled, their Senſe was opened, and the 
whole Doctrine taught by the ſame Spirit. 
do that the whole might be ſaid to be the 
Work of the Spirit; — as the Miracles are 
acrib'd to him, as the Converſion of the 
ilt Diſciples in an extraordinary way is 
crib'd to him, as the opening their Under- 
landings to diſcern the Pertinency of what 
dur Lord had taught, is aſcribed to him; 
ad as the Doctrine afterward taught by 
em in a full and perfect manner, 1s like- 
Wile aſcrib'd to him. 
If you now conſider what were the ori- 
"inal Principles of human Nature, and _ 
| K 2 | ar 
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others, after the whole Doctrine ſhould be 
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far Mankind had ſwerved from them, you 


will eaſily ſee the Propriety of this Expref- 
fion, Except a Man be born again he cannit 


thing as if he had ſaid, — If thou wouldſt 
underſtand true Wiſdom, if thou wouldft 
attain real Excellence in this way, thou 
mult forſake the World, and enter into that 
Method which God by his Spirit is now 
about to reveal. At that particular time 
they who would make a Part of that King: 
dom, or be Inſtruments of propagating it, 
muſt be inſpired by the Spirit. And al 


taught, mult receive it and conform to it 
They muſt ſtudy to be Maſters of all that 
excellent Morality, that fine Diſcipline, 
thoſe noble Precepts, that are contained in 
it; and they muſt perpetually apply for hi 
Aſſiſtance, that fo in all Caſes they may be 
enabled to underſtand it, to cleave to it, and 
to act up to it. 

As I have obſerv'd ſome eminent Divines 
dubious and obſcure upon this Head, | 
thought it neceſſary to give a clear Notio! 
of it, and one that is conſiſtent with the 
Principles of Reaſon and the Freedom ©! 
moral Agents. 

Now all who are baptized into this Pro- 
teſſion, according to the ſeveral Perſons 


concern d in the Oeconomy of it, are . 
(1760 
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tized in the Name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. To all which divine Honour 
is to be paid, as to one common Nature. 
Farther relating to their manner of Subſiſt- 
ence, is not explained, as being of no Uſe 
to the main End. And what is more, in 
our preſent State we have not Faculties, I 
believe, wherewith to underſtand it. 

To conclude: God always acts accord- 
ing to his infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; 
and the Angels, according to their Propor- 
tion, act in the ſame manner. This is as 
certain as the ſtricteſt Demonſtration can 
make it. But how ſhall we find a way to 
direct Man in his Sphere, eſpecially in his 
preſent lapſed State? The whole of what 
human Underſtanding could do is ſumm'd 
up in Tull, de Officizs. And tho' this Book is 
excellent in many Reſpects, yet its Defects 
are great; beſides that it no way comes up 
to the preſent Caſe of Mankind. Now if 
what I have advanc'd be true, the Doctrine 
taught by Chriſt and his Apoſtles is that 
Way, that Rule. And if fo, then it follows, 
that the Incarnation, Birth, Life, Death, 
Reſurrection and Aſcenſion of Chriſt, and 
the Deſcent of the Holy Spirit, are not onl 
true from that Evidence which their Hiſto- 
and 1ts Teſtimony afford us, but likewiſe 
irom this Conſideration, that it might be 
naturally concluded God would take this 

or 
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or ſome ſuch Method in hand; and becauſe 
the Marks of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſ 
are manifeſt in this Method. 

And that this is that Rule is plain; be- 
cauſe it is not only compleat in itſelf, and 
adapted to our Condition; but it brings us 
back to that original Law of Nature, and 
to thoſe regular Principles of human Na- 

ture, upon which the Order and Beauty of 
the whole Creation depends. 

2. It points out to us the higheſt Inſtan- 
ces of Virtue and moral Improvement; it 
is fitted to the Bulk of Mankind, as the 
main eſſential Things required are eaſy to 
be underſtood, agreeably to the Scantinels 
of their Opportunities, and the Infirmities 
they lie under; and as it ſupplies them with 
ſufficient Opportunites, thro the great Hu- 
mility and unwearied Vigilance of their 
Clergy over them. And then, 

3. The Effect of all this is, the regaining 
that State of Innocence, Truth and Good- 
neſs, from which Mankind are fallen, and 
out of which there is no ſuch thing as true 
Happineſs to be found. 

Thus have I given a clear Account of 
the Chriſtian Faith, free from the Corrup- 
tions of Popery, and the Errors and Defedts 
of others; and fo far from being myſteri- 
ous or obſcure, that a Man muſt lay afide 
his Underſtanding that rejects it. And yet 

at | 


r 
— — 


9 as Cone 


-_— 


—_— 
— 
— — — - a oo 


== 
= — — — — 
2 Ds 
Nr 
— — — 
"EE — 
— — — 


Character of the Goſpel. 


at the ame time it is ſo rational and eaſy, it 
is manifeſt ; neither could human Wiſdom 
contrive, nor human Power effect it. It is 
every way equal to the high Character it aſ- 
ſumes. It is undeniable as upon many other 
Accounts, ſo particularly and eminently up- 


on this, that it is the only probable Means 


of the Converſion of the World, and of re- 
covering Men into the Road of their Duty 
and Happineſs, which are inſeparable. And 
tho' it hath been juſtly obſerv'd, that as to 
Civil Rights it leaves us where it found us; 
yet as whatever Talents a Man is entruſted 
with, whether Power, Riches, or Parts, they 
are all to be employ'd in Acts of the great- 
eſt Goodneſs, particularly in advancing the 
Kingdom of Righteouſneſs among Men ; it 
is plain ſuch Alteration is made in the Ob- 
jects of our Deſires, and in the Ends of our 
Actions, as to render it Matter of much 
more Concern how others, than how we 
ourſelyes are ſerved by them. And what is 
this, but that in effect ſuch Rights and Pro- 
perties are a Bleſſing to thoſe who thus uſe 
them, but a Snare and a Curſe to others? 
Had it been thus taught and inculcated al- 
ways, how far had it been ſpread! what 
Miſery had it prevented! what Bleſſings 
had it diffus'd! while each deteſting the bar- 
barous Effects of Pride, Senſuality, and Co- 
etouſneſß, had ſought the Good of others, 

as 
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as the Object of his regular Deſires, and thy 
Road to his own true Happineſs ; in Coms 
pliance with the Dictates of the Holy Spi 
rit, in Conformity to the Principles of h 
own Nature unperverted ; and in Confors 
mity to the Rules of that Wiſdom, which 
made the World in the Perfection of Beays 
ty, and in the Height of Goodneſs. 
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